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SUMMARY
Societal norms, spread through textual information in the world today, offer up ideals for
who kids can and cannot be, “who they should and should not be, as well as what they should
and should not do or think” (Vasquez, 2017, p. 177). Unless children are taught to critically
evaluate the status quo, they may unknowingly buy into social norms, whether just or unjust,
determined for them by the dominant narrative or perspective. It is of utmost importance to
educate children in the primary years due to the cognitive growth that occurs between the ages of
five and seven. The development of children’s brains during this time affects their understanding
of other people’s perspectives as well as their understanding of self (Copple, 2013, p. 266). It is
the role of education to empower and teach children, not marginalize and silence, as they
develop their individual identities and values. As members of a global society with a future duty
to participate in civic life, children must be prepared to make informed decisions as they engage
with the world around them (Vasquez, 2017, p. 177). Therefore, it is imperative that teachers
consider the inclusion of critical literacy and social justice issues in the mandated curriculum.
With these considerations in mind, I came to the research question: how can primary-elementary
teachers use critical literacy and read-alouds to teach social justice to young learners?
As a result of the findings for this research question, a first-grade social studies
curriculum built upon critical literacy, interactive read-alouds, and picture books for social
justice was created. This curriculum includes eleven units founded upon the Minnesota State
Social Studies Standards (2011) for first-grade as well as Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice
Standards (2019) for grades kindergarten through second. It is intended to be used by teachers in
a first-grade setting. Due to the selection of the Minnesota State Social Studies Standards, this
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curriculum is optimal for first-grade settings within Minnesota; however, it could be adapted to
standards outside the state of Minnesota.
Understanding by Design (UbD) by Wiggins and McTighe (2013) was selected as the
research based model for the development of this curriculum. UbD relies on the notion of
backward design, or purposeful task analysis, which requires educators to first consider the
learning target and results sought prior to planning instruction. The UbD curriculum design
model was selected in an effort to ensure intentional, methodical, and goal based instruction
within the development of this curriculum. Wiggins and McTighe’s (2013) backward design
enabled the creation of a more effective and sustainable curriculum that aims to provide life-long
learning and understanding that enables students to transfer learning within their everyday lives.
Each social justice and social studies standard has clear learning outcomes, which are outlined in
the developed rubrics. Once developed, these rubrics were transposed into each unit’s
instructional contingency where thoughtful instruction was planned to ensure students could be
successful with the desired learning outcomes. This allowed for instruction to provide more
meaningful and authentic learning experiences for students as well as increase student
achievement.
In order to optimize social justice and social studies standards instruction as well as
critical literacy, Fountas and Pinnell’s interactive read-aloud format was used for daily
instruction. As a result, McLaughlin and DeVoogd’s (2004) critical literacy strategies and picture
books that address themes of social justice were carefully curated and implemented. Each
thematic unit includes two weeks of instruction in which an anchor text was selected for each
week. Within Fountas and Pinnell’s interactive read-aloud format, the social studies standards
are explicitly taught alongside embedded text talk and McLaughlin and DeVoogd’s (2004)

   4  

critical literacy strategies to guide critical discourse and discussion. Following each thematic
unit, the identified social justice standard and social studies standards are assessed using the
rubrics and assessments created.
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PROJECT
A Note to Teachers:
Prior to the use of this curriculum, it is important to take a moment to reflect upon critical stance.
Critical literacy is a perspective, a way of being, in which individuals must constantly evolve and
reflect in order to consider the power relationships in text in the world around us. Without
critical stance, this curriculum cannot be implemented to its fullest potential.
What is a critical stance? It is a cycle of reflection that involves consciously engaging,
entertaining alternate ways of being, taking responsibility to inquire, and being reflexive. As you
navigate this curriculum, your critical stance will guide you as you determine which texts and
strategies to use or substitute, as well as which discussion prompts or student insights need more
exploration.
In each thematic unit, two anchor texts have been selected to address one or more social justice
topics pertaining to the unit’s theme. For each selected text, a five-day lesson plan sequence has
been created with proposed activities and discussion prompts. The intention of this curriculum is
for the classroom teacher to utilize the designed curricular themes, standards, lesson plans, and
rubrics with the application of their own critical stance.
This format of lesson sequences will provide suggestions for strategies and questions. It is
important for each anchor text to be read and reviewed prior to using with the classroom
audience. Teachers must use their professional discretion to determine which texts and strategies
are most appropriate to the unique set of students in each classroom.
In addition to the selected anchor text list, a supplemental text list has been created. This list
shares picture book titles that can supplement each curricular theme in an effort to ensure
representation of multiple perspectives and experiences. From a critical literacy lens, topics
should never be presented from a singular perspective - numerous texts should be read aloud to
provide students with insight and knowledge to other viewpoints. Therefore, in addition to two
anchor texts for each thematic unit, an additional selection of texts that support the unit should be
read aloud, even if they are not read or discussed in depth.
Enjoy the journey!
One good conversation can shift the direction of change forever. - Linda Lambert
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Units At a Glance
Unit

MN Social
Studies
Standards
(2011)

1 - School
Rules and
Laws

1.1.1.1.1

2 – The Colors
of Us

3 – Family
Life

Teaching
Tolerance’s
Social Justice
Standards
(2019)

Anchor Text
Week 1

Anchor Text
Week 2

Action

Drum Dream Girl by
Engle

Morris Micklewhite and
the Tangerine Dress by
Baldacchino

1.3.2.3.1

Identity

All the Colors We Are
by Kissinger

Mixed Me by Diggs

1.4.1.2.2

Identity

Stella Brings the
Family by Schiffer

The Proudest Blue by
Muhammad and Ali

Justice

The Cloud Spinner by
Catchpool

Maddi’s Fridge by
Brandt

1.1.4.7.1

1.4.2.4.1
1.4.2.4.2

4 - Scarcity

1.2.3.3.1
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5 – Wants &
Needs

1.2.1.1.1

Diversity

A Bike Like Sergio’s by My Three Best Friends
Boelt
and Me, Zulay by Best

6 – Me on the
Map

1.3.1.1.1

Diversity

Same, Same But
Different by KosteckiShaw

The Name Jar by Choi

Diversity

The Gift of Ramadan
by Lumbard

Apple Pie 4th of July by
Wong

Justice

I Pledge Allegiance by
Martin Jr. & Sampson

I Pledge Allegiance by
Mora

1.3.1.1.2

7 – Holidays
of Our World

1.3.2.3.1

8 – United
1.1.2.2.1
States Symbols
& Traditions
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9 - Voting

1.1.4.6.1

Action

Grace for President by
DiPucchio

Grandaddy’s Turn by
Bandy

Justice

All the Way to the Top
by Pimentel

Malala’s Magic Pencil
by Yousafzai

Ron’s Big Mission by
Blue

A Computer Called
Katherine by Slade

1.1.1.1.1

10 Biographies:
Leaders for
Social Justice
and Allies

1.4.1.2.1

11 - Timelines

1.4.1.1.1

Action

Justice
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Social Justice Rubrics
K-2 Social Justice Rubric: Identity
Students will be able to:
●   Know and like who they are and can talk about their family and themselves and name
some of their group identities (ID.K-2.1).
●   Talk about interesting and healthy ways that some people who share their group
identities live their lives (ID.K-2.2).
●   Know that all their group identities are part of them, but that they are always ALL them
(ID.K-2.3).
●   Feel good about themselves without being mean or making other people feel bad
(ID.K-2.4).
●   See the way they and their family do things are both the same as and different from
how other people do things, and are interested in both (ID.K-2.5).

Identity

1

2

3

4

Demonstrates
understanding in
0-1 areas.

Demonstrates
understanding in
2 areas.

Demonstrates
understanding in
3-4 areas.

Demonstrates
understanding in
5 areas.

K-2 Social Justice Rubric: Diversity
Students will be able to:
●   Enjoy being around people who are alike and different from them, and can be friendly
to everyone (DI.K-2.6).
●   Describe some ways that they are similar to and different from people who share their
identities and those who have other identities (DI.K-2.7).
●   Inquire about other people and how their lives and experiences are the same and
different (DI.K-2.8).
●   Know that everyone has feelings, and want to get along with people who are similar to
and different from them (DI.K-2.9).
●   Find it interesting that groups of people believe different things and live their daily
lives in different ways (DI.K-2.10).

Identity

1

2

3

4

Demonstrates
understanding in
0-1 areas.

Demonstrates
understanding in
2 areas.

Demonstrates
understanding in
3-4 areas.

Demonstrates
understanding in
5 areas.
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K-2 Social Justice Rubric: Justice
Students will be able to:
●   Know their friends have many identities but they are always still just themselves
(JU.K-2.11).
●   Know when people are treated unfairly (JU.K-2.12).
●   Know some true stories about how people have been treated badly because of their
group identities, and do not like it (JU.K-2.13).
●   Know that life is easier for some people and harder for others and the reasons for that
are not always fair (JU.K-2.14).
●   Know about people who helped stop unfairness and worked to make life better for
many people (JU.K-2.15).

Identity

1

2

3

4

Demonstrates
understanding in
0-1 areas.

Demonstrates
understanding in
2 areas.

Demonstrates
understanding in
3-4 areas.

Demonstrates
understanding in
5 areas.

K-2 Social Justice Rubric: Action
Students will be able to:
●   Care about those who are treated unfairly (AC.K-2.16).
●   Do something when they see unfairness - this includes telling an adult (AC.K-2.17).
●   Say something or tell an adult if someone is being hurtful, and will do their part to be
kind even if they do not like something they say or do (AC.K-2.18).
●   Speak up or do something if people are being unfair, even if their friends do not
(AC.K-2.19).
●   Join with classmates to make the classroom fair for everyone (AC.K-2.20).

Identity

1

2

3

4

Demonstrates
understanding in
0-1 areas.

Demonstrates
understanding in
2 areas.

Demonstrates
understanding in
3-4 areas.

Demonstrates
understanding in
5 areas.
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Social Studies Rubrics
Unit 1 Social Studies Rubric: School Rules & Laws
MN Social Studies Standard 1.1.1.1.1 (2011): Demonstrate ways good citizens participate in
the civic life of their community and explain why participation is important.
MN Social Studies Standard 1.1.4.7.1 (2011): Identify characteristics of effective rules and
participate in a process to establish rules.
Beginning

Developing

Proficient

1.1.1.1.1

Students are unable to Students can name
name any civic values some civic values and
or skills.
skills but aren't able
to say why people use
these to participate or
aren't able to explain
how that effectively
helps people support
fairness, justice and
the common good.

Students are able to
identify at least 3
civic skills and/or
values and how
people use these to
participate in civic
life to effectively
promote fairness,
justice and the
common good.

1.1.4.7.1

Students are unable to
provide an example
of a fair and just rule
and explain how the
rule promotes
fairness, justice, and
the common good.

Students are able to
provide an example
of a fair and just rule
and explain how the
rule promotes
fairness, justice, and
the common good.

Students are able to
provide an example
of a fair and just rule
and explain how the
rule promotes
fairness, justice, and
the common good.

Students are unable to
participate in a
And/Or
process to establish
rules that promote
Students are able to
justice, fairness and
participate in a
the common good.
process to establish
rules that promote
justice, fairness, and
the common good.

Students are able to
participate in a
process to establish
rules that promote
justice, fairness, and
the common good.
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Unit 2 Social Studies Rubric: The Colors of Us
MN Social Studies Standard 1.3.2.3.1 (2011): Compare physical and human characteristics of
a local place and a place far away.

1.3.2.3.1

Beginning

Developing

Proficient

Students are unable to
identify or explain
how skin color is
created and explain
what they mean
(melanin, place, and
ancestry).

Students are able to
identify one or two
ways in which skin
color is created and
explain what they
mean (melanin, place,
and ancestry).

Students are able to
identify three ways in
which skin color is
created (melanin,
place, and ancestry)
and define race as a
social concept that
can affect justice and
fairness.
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Unit 3 Social Studies Rubric: Family Life
Minnesota Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.4.1.2.2
●   Describe how people lived at a particular time based on information found in historical
records or artifacts.
Minnesota Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.4.2.4.1
●   Compare and contrast family life from earlier times and today.
Minnesota Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.4.2.4.2
●   Compare and contrast buildings and other technologies from earlier times and today.
Beginning

Developing

Proficient

1.4.1.2.2.

Students are unable to
make observations
about how people
lived at a particular
point in the past based
on historical artifacts.

Students are able to
make one observation
about how people
lived at a particular
point in the past based
on historical artifacts.

Students are able to
make at least two
observations about
how people lived at a
particular point in the
past based on historical
artifacts.

1.4.2.4.1

Students are unable to
identify a similarity or
difference between
the challenges of long
ago and today.

Students are able to
identify a similarity or
difference between the
challenges of long ago
and today.

Students are able to
identify a similarity
and difference between
the challenges of long
ago and today.

1.4.2.4.2

Students are unable to
identify a benefit or
an implication of
aspects of life from
earlier times and
today (such as
technology hurting the
environment or
technology solving
problems).

Students are able to
identify a benefit or an
implication of aspects
of life from earlier
times and today (such
as technology hurting
the environment or
technology solving
problems).

Students are able to
identify a benefit and
implication of aspects
of life from earlier
times and today (such
as technology hurting
the environment or
technology solving
problems).
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Unit 4 Social Studies Rubric: Scarcity
Minnesota Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.2.3.3.1
●   Define scarcity as not having enough of something to satisfy everyone’s wants; give
examples.
Beginning
1.2.3.3.1

Developing

Proficient

Students are unable to Students are able to
define scarcity.
define scarcity.

Students are able to
define scarcity.

Students are unable to
identify an example
of scarcity and
explain whether or
not the example is
harmful (such as
drinking from plastic
bottles instead of
reusing or not having
enough chairs to sit
in).

Students are able to
identify at least 2
examples of scarcity
and explain whether
or not those examples
are harmful (such as
drinking from plastic
bottles instead of
reusing or not having
enough chairs to sit
in).

Students are able to
identify one example
of scarcity and
explain whether or
not the example is
harmful (such as
drinking from plastic
bottles instead of
reusing or not having
enough chairs to sit
in).
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Unit 5 Social Studies Rubric: Wants and Needs
Minnesota Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.2.1.1.1
●   Describe some costs and benefits of alternative choices made by families.

1.2.1.1.1

Beginning

Developing

Proficient

Students are unable to
identify an example of a
want or need with an
explanation.

Students are able to
identify an example of a
want or need with an
explanation.

Students are able to
identify an example of a
want and need with an
explanation.

Students are unable to
evaluate an example of
why families may or may
not make various
purchases.

Students are able to
evaluate one example of
why families may or
may not make various
purchases.

Students are able to
evaluate two examples
of why families may or
may not make various
purchases.
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Unit 6 Social Studies Rubric: Me on the Map
Minnesota Social Studies Standard: 1.3.1.1.1
●   Create sketch maps to illustrate spatial information about familiar places; describe
spatial information found on maps.
Minnesota Social Studies Standard: 1.3.1.1.2
●   Use relative location words and absolute location words to identify the location of a
specific place; explain why or when it is important to use absolute versus relative
location.
Beginning
1.3.1.1.1

1.3.1.1.2

Developing

Students are unable to
create a map and
describe the
information found on
maps.

Students are able to
create a map and
describe the
information found on
maps.

Students are able to
ask questions to learn
about other places to
find how their lives
and experiences are
the same and different.

Or

Students are unable to
ask questions to learn
about relative and
absolute locations.

Students are able to ask
questions to learn about
relative and absolute
locations.

Students are unable to
use relative and
absolute location
words and explain
why/when it is
important to use
relative and absolute
location words.

Or

Proficient
Students are able to
create a map and
describe the information
found on maps.

Students are able to ask
questions to learn about
other places to find how
Students are able to ask their lives and
questions to learn about experiences are the
other places to find
same and different.
how their lives and
experiences are the
same and different.
Students are able to ask
questions to learn about
relative and absolute
locations.

Students are able to use
relative and absolute
Students are able to use location words and
relative and absolute
explain why/when it is
location words and
important to use relative
explain why/when it is and absolute location
important to use
words.
relative and absolute
location words.
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Unit 7 Social Studies Rubric: Holidays of Our World
Minnesota Social Studies Standard: 1.3.2.3.1
●   Compare physical and human characteristics of a local place and a place far away on a
globe or map.

1.3.2.3.1

Beginning

Developing

Students are unable to
identify holidays and
explain how families
choose which holidays to
celebrate.

Students are able to
identify one or two
holidays and explain how
families choose which
holidays to celebrate.

Proficient
Students are able to
identify at least three
holidays and explain
how families choose
which holidays to
celebrate.
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Unit 8 Social Studies Rubric: United States Symbols and Traditions
Minnesota Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.1.2.2.1
●   Explain why and when the Pledge of Allegiance is recited; provide examples of basic
flag etiquette and other demonstrations of patriotism.

1.1.2.2.1

Beginning

Developing

Proficient

Students are unable to
understand the words
and phrases of the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Students are able to
understand the words
and phrases of the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Students are able to
understand the words
and phrases of the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Students are unable to
identify reasons
people may or may
not participate in
various traditions.

Or

Students are able to
identify reasons
people may or may
not participate in
various traditions.

Students are able to
identify reasons
people may or may
not participate in
various traditions.

   18  

Unit 9 Social Studies Rubric: Voting
Minnesota Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.1.4.6.1
●   Identify the president of the United States; explain that voting determines who will be
president.
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.1.1.1.1
●   Demonstrate ways good citizens participate in the civic life of their community and
explain why participation is important.
Beginning

Developing

Proficient

1.1.4.6.1

Students are unable to
identify the current
president and identify
the process for which
the president is
elected (voting).

Students are able to
identify the current
president and identify
the process for which
the president is
elected (voting).

Students are able to
identify the current
president and identify
the process for which
the president is
elected (voting).

1.1.1.1.1

Students are unable to
identify examples for
how citizens can help
promote justice and
fairness (voting,
writing letters,
protesting).

Students are able to
identify one example
for how citizens can
help promote justice
and fairness (voting,
writing letters,
protesting).

Students are able to
identify at least two
examples for how
citizens can help
promote justice and
fairness (voting,
writing letters,
protesting).
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Unit 10 Social Studies Rubric: Biographies: Leaders for Social Justice and Allies
Minnesota Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.4.1.2.1
●   Ask basic historical questions about a past event in one’s family, school, or local
community.
Beginning
1.4.1.2.1

Students are unable to
ask questions about
what has happened in
the past.
Students are unable to
ask critical questions in
order to understand why
events happened and the
effects the event had.
Students are unable to
identify past leaders or
allies for social justice
and explain how they
promoted justice.

Developing

Proficient

Students are able to ask
questions about what
has happened in the
past.

Students are able to ask
questions about what has
happened in the past.

Students are able to ask
critical questions in
order to understand
why events happened
and the effects the
event had.
Students are able to
identify one past leader
or ally for social justice
and explain how they
promoted justice.

Students are able to ask
critical questions in order
to understand why events
happened and the effects
the event had.
Students are able to
identify at least two past
leaders and allies for
social justice and explain
how they promoted
justice.
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Unit 11 Social Studies Rubric: Timelines
Minnesota Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.4.1.1.1
●   Create a timeline that identifies at least three events from one’s own life.
Beginning
1.4.1.1.1

Developing

Students are unable to Students are able to
create a timeline.
create a timeline with
one or two events.

Proficient
Students are able to
create a timeline with
three or more events.
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Units & Lessons
Unit 1: School Rules and Laws
Anchor Text Week 1 - Drum Girl Dream by Margarita Engle
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.1.1.1.1 & 1.1.4.7.1
●   Students will be able to identify at least 3 civic skills and/or values and how people use these
to participate in civic life to effectively promote fairness, justice and the common good.
●   Students will be able to provide an example of a fair and just rule and explain how the rule
promotes fairness, justice, and the common good.
●   Students will be able to participate in a process to establish rules that promote justice,
fairness, and the common good.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Action
●   Students will be able to care about those who are treated unfairly (AC.K-2.16).
●   Students will be able to do something when they see unfairness - this includes telling an adult
(AC.K-2.17).
●   Students will be able to say something or tell an adult if someone is being hurtful, and will do
their part to be kind even if they do not like something they say or do (AC.K-2.18).
●   Students will be able to speak up or do something if people are being unfair, even if their
friends do not (AC.K-2.19).
●   Students will be able to join with classmates to make the classroom fair for everyone (AC.K2.20).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this story?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Gender
●   Political Issue: Rules and Laws
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: Have you experienced unfair rules - maybe at home, at school, or somewhere else?
How can we take action to make sure rules are fair for everyone in our classroom?
Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Read Aloud

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Dimension 1

Conduct Teaching

Post an
image of
the text in
the

Optional:
provide
journal

Day 1
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Toleracne’s
dramatic scenario
in which some
students are given
preferential
treatment to
encourage a
discussion about
fairness and rules.
1. Sort students by
birth month or first
letter in their name
to create two
groups.
2. Explain that one
group will be
given a new pencil,
extra recess time,
and a special treat
at snack.
3. Take a moment
to decide which
group will be
favored.
4. Pass out pencils
to the favored
group, and what
for students to
protest.
5. Explain the
exercise to
students. Ask
students if they
were in the favored
group or not, and
how it made them
feel.
6. Discuss.
7. Define fair.
8. Ask how we
could have done
the activity in a
fair way.
Our first unit of
social studies this
year is called
School Rules and
Laws. The activity
we just did can
help us understand
rules and laws
because over the
course of this unit,
we are going to

Page 7: Why do
you think they
only believed
boys should play
drums? Do you
think that is fair?
Why or why not?
Page 21: Have
you ever wanted
to do something
but were told no?
Why do you think
they said no? Turn
and talk with a
neighbor.

1. Are boys or girls the
most important characters
in the story? Which
character do we learn the
most about?
2. Which characters do we
not learn much about? Why
do you think that is?
3. Which character does the
author want us to believe is
wrong? Which character
does the author want us to
believe is good or “right”?
4. What does the author
want us to value, or learn,
from reading this book?

classroom.

response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem
posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).
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talk about how
rules are made,
who should make
them, and what
makes rules fair
and just.
Today we are
going to read a
book called Drum
Dream Girl by
Margarita Engle.
As we read today,
I want you to
notice if the
problem in our
story is fair or
unfair.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 3
Additional
Materials:
Text- What
Can a Citizen
Do? by Dave
Eggers

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday I sorted
the class into two
groups and one
group was given
special things
while the other
group was not.
This helped us
understand what
the word fair
means.
Review the
definition of fair.
Yesterday we
started our new
social studies unit
about school rules
and laws. Do you
know what rules
are? What are
some examples or
rules? How are
rules and laws the
same? How are
they different?
Define rules
(expectations for
conduct, actions,
or a behavior) and
laws (rules that a

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 7: The rules
said that girls
cannot play the
drums. How do
you think the boys
would feel if the
drum dream girl
joined them?
What might the
other people in
town say if they
saw the drum
dream girl playing
the drums?
Page 11: Drum
dream girl knows
that only boys can
play the drums.
Why do you think
she keeps playing
even though it is
against the rules?
Do you think she
is trying to be
“bad”?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
The Rest of the Story
Today we are going to use a
problem posing strategy
called The Rest of the
Story. In our book, we
discovered that girls are not
allowed to play the drums
where our main character
lives. She does not think
this is fair, so she continues
to dream about the drums
and her father eventually
breaks the rule and helps
her get lessons. In order for
us to better understand the
drum dream girl and her
father, we are going to read
What Can a Citizen Do? by
Dave Eggers. Oftentimes
we think people in charge
make all the rules and laws
- and we cannot do anything
to change them. Let’s do
some reading to see if that
is true.
Discussion:

N/A

N/A
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government makes
for ways society is
expected to
behave). Explain
the purpose of
rules and laws (IE:
safety, the
common good,
order, and to
protect people’s
rights). Post the
definitions in the
classroom for
reference.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Review rule and
law definitions and
examples (IE: ask
before going to the
bathroom at
school).
Post the word rule
on one side of the
classroom and law
on the other side.
Read aloud
scenarios for
students to
determine whether
it is a rule or a law.
Discuss and repeat.
Discussion:
1. Do you think
rules and laws are
important? Why or
why not?
2. What might
happen without
rules and laws?
3. What might
happen if there
were too many
rules or laws?

1. Why was it important for
her and her father to take
action? What might have
happened if they did not do
anything about the rule?
2. Do you think rule makers
and lawmakers always
know when things are
unfair?
3. How might drum dream
girl’s actions have helped
others?
4. How might the story
change if citizens were not
allowed to take action?
Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 28: Do you
think her dad
knows how much
she wants to play
the drums? Why
do you think he
keeps saying no,
even though it
makes her and
sisters sad?
Page 31: Why do
you think her dad
decided to break
the rule and let the
drum dream girl
have a chance to
play the drums?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Texts
Today we are going to use a
critical literacy strategy
called Alternative Texts to
see how another character
might experience the story.
We know how Drum
Dream Girl sees the story,
but what characters do we
not know much about (IE:
her dad, the boys in her
community, her sisters)?
Select a character whose
narrative is missing. Guide
the class through reimagining the story through
that character. Discuss.

N/A

N/A
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Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Review rule and
law definitions and
examples. Review
ideas students have
suggested on the
classroom rules
chart and ask if
students would
like to add new
ideas.
Discussion:
1. What is the
purpose of rules
and laws? Explain
the intention of
rules and laws
(safety,
organization/order,
common good).
2. Introduce how
rules and laws
might be enforced.
What happens if
you break a rule?
What happens if
you break a law?
3. Who makes the
rules and laws?
4. Are all rules and
laws fair? Why or
why not?
Optional: read
aloud scenarios of
rules for students
to gauge as fair or
unfair (IE:
examples from
supplemental texts
read during the
unit as well as
other scenarios
such as boys
always line up
first, only students
with the letter A in
their name can
hold the teacher’s
hand, no one can
wear the color
blue).

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 21: Why do
you think the
illustrator placed
the drum in a cage
with wings? What
does it mean?
Page 27: It seems
like girls can play
other instruments,
just not drums.
Why do you think
that is?

Optional Critical Literacy
Strategy - Problem Posing
through Switching
Today we are going to use a
strategy called Switching to
retell our story. We are
going to use Gender Switch,
which means we will
imagine how the story
would change if Drum
Dream Girl were a boy.
Discuss.

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.
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Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Optional
Additional
Materials (Text
Options):
Say Something
by Peter H.
Reynolds
Get Up, Stand
Up adapted by
Cedella Marley
Peaceful Fights
for Equal
Rights by Rob
Sanders

Visit social studies
standard:
Review rule and
law definitions and
examples.
Discussion:
1. What do we do
if we think a rule
or law is unfair?
2. Do you think it
might sometimes
be hard to take
action?
Optional:
Read a text for
taking action.
Discuss how
students can take
action when they
see or experience
things that are
unfair. Discuss.
Today we are
going to talk about
taking action when
we see or
experience things
that are unfair or
unjust. We can
help make the
world a better
place, no matter if
we are kids or
adults.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 31: Drum
dream girl tries to
keep it a secret
that she wants to
play drums. Why
do you think she
did not take
action? Should
she have taken
action? Why or
why?
Page 33: Would
anything have
changed if her
father had not
taken action?
Page 39: Do you
think other girls
were able to play
the drums after
the drum dream
girl played at the
cafe? Why or why
not?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about rules
that might be unfair?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing or
artistic
response.

   27  

Unit 1: School Rules & Laws
Anchor Text Week 2- Morris Micklewhite and the Tangerine Dress by Christine Baldacchino
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.1.1.1.1 & 1.1.4.7.1
●   Students will be able to identify at least 3 civic skills and/or values and how people use these
to participate in civic life to effectively promote fairness, justice and the common good.
●   Students will be able to provide an example of a fair and just rule and explain how the rule
promotes fairness, justice, and the common good.
●   Students will be able to participate in a process to establish rules that promote justice,
fairness, and the common good.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Action
●   Students will be able to care about those who are treated unfairly (AC.K-2.16).
●   Students will be able to do something when they see unfairness - this includes telling an adult
(AC.K-2.17).
●   Students will be able to say something or tell an adult if someone is being hurtful, and will do
their part to be kind even if they do not like something they say or do (AC.K-2.18).
●   Students will be able to speak up or do something if people are being unfair, even if their
friends do not (AC.K-2.19).
●   Students will be able to join with classmates to make the classroom fair for everyone (AC.K2.20).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this story?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Gender
●   Political Issue: Rules and Laws
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: Have you ever felt or been told that you could not (or should not) play or do
something because of your gender? (IE: sports, toys, clothing, TV shows).

Day 1
Read Aloud
Dimension 1

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching
and Text
Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

1. Play Guess My
Rule (Teaching
Tolerance)- in this

Page 7: What
types of shoes

1. Which character do we
learn the most about in this

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
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game, only the
teacher knows the
rules and the rules
will not be shared if
asked. If a student
breaks a rule, the
teacher will ask them
to sit down. The goal
is for a team to earn a
point without
breaking a rule and
for students to figure
out the rules without
asking.
Rules:
-Everyone can play.
-Only girls can talk.
-No one can move
with the ball.
- Only boys can toss
the ball.
2. Play.
3. Discuss:
-What did you think
about the game?
-How did you know
that it had some
rules?
-Did you think the
rules were fair for
everyone? Why or
why not?
-How did it make you
feel not knowing
what the rules were?
-Was this a good way
to play a game? Why
or why not?
-Why do you think
we have rules for
games, at school and
home, and in the
community?
Today we are starting
a new book in our
School Rules & Laws
social studies unit. It
is called Morris
Micklewhite and the
Tangerine Dress by
Christine
Baldacchino. The
rules in this book are
a lot like the rules in
the game we just

might “click,
click, click”
across the
floor?
Page 8: Why do
you think the
kids make fun
of Morris?
Page 13: What
do you think the
“invisible rule”
might be that
Morris is not
following? Do
you think the
rule is fair?
Why or why
not?

story? Which characters do
we not learn much about?
Why do you think that is?
2. Which character does the
author want us to believe is
“right”? Which characters
does the author want us to
believe is “wrong”?
3. Are any characters
missing in this story? (IE:
teachers and parents).
4. Which character do
others find “odd” because
of their beliefs or actions?
5. What does the author
want us to learn from
reading this book?

reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem
posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).
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played - we do not
know the rules, but
there are
consequences if you
break them. In this
book, our character
does not know what
the rule is and the
consequences make
him feel pretty bad.
Review definitions
for rules, laws, and
fairness.
This week we will be
learning more about
rules and laws so that
we can create our
own set of rules that
are fair for everyone
in our classroom.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimensions 2
&3

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we played
a game called Guess
My Rule - and only I
knew the rules! What
happened if you
broke a rule? We call
that a consequence.
Oftentimes there are
consequences for
breaking rules or
laws.
At school, we all
have jobs to do. For
example, my job is to
keep you safe and
help you learn. What
is your job at school?
In order for us to do
our jobs, we need
rules - otherwise
there would be no
learning or teaching
getting done! I have
created a chart for us
to write down ideas
for fair rules we
should have at
school. Later this

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 10: How
does Becky feel
about Morris
wearing the
dress? Why do
you think that
is?
Page 13: Does
wearing a dress
hurt anyone?
Do you think it
is fair how the
other kids
treated Morris?
Page 29: It
seems like the
kids in class
realized they
were wrong
about Morris
and decided the
“invisible rule”
did not matter.

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
Switching
Today we are going to use
a strategy called Switching.
When we “switch” we can
change different parts of
the story such as the
setting, emotions, or gender
of characters. This helps us
understand the story from
another perspective
What gender is shown in
the text? (IE: Is Morris a
boy or a girl? How does
this affect the story?).
Assist the class in retelling
the story if Morris were a
girl. Engage in critical
discussion.

N/A

N/A
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Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2

week, we will also
talk about
consequences for
when a rule is
broken. If you have
ideas, we can add it
to the list and revise
our list as we work
towards creating our
classroom rules. On
Friday, we will post
our rules in our
classroom.

Do you think
they should
have gotten in
trouble for how
they treated him
at school? Why
or why not?

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Yesterday we began
creating a list for
what we think might
be fair rules to have
at school to keep
everyone safe and
help ourselves and
others do our school
jobs.
As I think about our
book this week, I
keep thinking about
invisible rules where people may
not know what the
rules are, but get in
trouble anyway. In
fact, it’s just like in
our game from
Monday where I was
the only one that
knew the rules. How
might our game and
our book help us as
we create fair rules
for our classroom?

Pages 2-3:
What do we
know about
Morris just by
looking at this
illustration?
Page 25: How
does Morris feel
when he wears
the tangerine
dress? Do you
have an outfit,
pair of shoes, or
hat that makes
you feel that
way when you
wear it?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Mind and
Alternative Mind Portraits

N/A

N/A

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals

Today we are going to
imagine how two
characters experienced this
story through a strategy
called Mind and
Alternative Mind Portraits.
In our story, we understand
the story through Morris’s
experiences. Today, we
will compare how Morris
experiences the story with
another character such as
another student in class, his
mother, or perhaps his
teacher. Then, we will
describe the characters,
write words, and draw
pictures that represent how
those characters might
experience the story.
Discuss.

Discuss current list of
ideas for rules.
Revise and add new
ideas.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing

Visit social studies
standard:
Today, we will talk
about consequences.

Text Talk
Prompts:

Optional Critical Literacy
Strategy - Alternative
Perspectives through
Alternative Texts
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Dimension 2

Consequences are
what happens when a
rule or law is broken.
For example, if
someone is driving
their car too fast, they
might get a ticket and
pay a fine. Provide
examples.
Discussion:
1. Do you think
people will break
rules if they know
about the
consequences? Why
or why not?
2. Do you think there
should be
consequences for
breaking laws or
rules?
3. Who should decide
what the
consequences are?
4. Do you think
everyone who needs
to follow the rules
should know what the
consequences are?
Why or why not?

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Assess Unit 1
(Social Studies
& Social
Justice
Rubrics)

Visit social studies
standard:
Conduct a class
meeting to select and
revise rules within
the anchor chart
created over the
course of the week.
Discuss:
1. Are there any rules
missing?
2. Are there any rules
that seem unfair?
3. Do our rules help
everyone in our class
feel safe and help get
their job done?
4. Should we be able
to add to the rules or
revise the rules if we
notice problems in

Page 13:
Morris’
classmates pick
on him in many
different ways:
teashing, trying
to take the dress
away, not
including him
in play, and
letting him join
them for lunch.
Have you ever
been teased or
not included?
How does it
feel? How
might it feel if it
happens all day
long?

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 9: Do you
think the
teasing by his
classmates
upsets Morris?
Why do you
think he ignores
them? Do you
think things
could have been
different if he
had an ally at
school?

as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.

Our story is told from
Morris’s point of view.
Today we are going to use
the Alternative Texts
strategy to tell the story
from another character’s
perspective.

Provide
students time
to share with
peers.

Which characters do we not
learn much about? (IE:
Becky, Morris's mom, the
teacher, or other
classmates).
Re-imagine and retell the
story as a class.
Discuss.

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about this
topic?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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the future?
Select one rule to
analyze.
1. What makes this a
fair and just rule?
2. How does this rule
help our classroom?

   33  

Unit 1 Assessment
Directions: Complete the sentence stems.
1.1.1.1.1:
It's important to listen to others because______
It's important to take turns because ______
It's important to cooperate in class activities because _______
It's important to share with others when it's healthy to share because _______
It's important to be fair because _____
It's important to respect the dignity of others because _____
It's important to be responsible with my words and actions because _____
1.1.4.7.1:
A fair and just rule might be ______________ because _____________________.
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Unit 2: The Colors of Us
Anchor Text Week 1 - All the Colors We Are by Kate Kissinger
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.3.2.3.1
●   Students will be able to identify three ways in which skin color is created (melanin,
sun, and ancestry).
●   Students will be able to define race as a social concept.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Identity
●   Students will be able to talk about interesting and healthy ways that some people who
share their group identities live their lives (ID.K-2.2).
●   Students will be able to know that all their group identities are part of them, but that
they are always ALL them (ID.K-2.3).
●   Students will be able to feel good about themselves without being mean or making
other people feel bad (ID.K-2.4).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might various individuals experience their lives in relation to this text?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Race
●   Political Issue: Equality
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Does our school community represent all the colors of us (books, artwork, etc)? Are all the
colors of us treated fairly?

Day 1
Dimension 1
(Disrupt the
Commonplace)
Read Aloud

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Page 4: What
color is your skin?
What name would
you like to give
the color of your
skin?

1. What does the author
want us to learn or know?
2. What message does the
text seem to tell us?
3. What values might we
use in our lives after
reading this book?

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the

Today we are
starting a new
social studies unit
called The Colors
of Us. We will be
learning about
where our skin
color, eye color,
and hair color
comes from.
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Before we read
today, do you
know how we get
our skin color?

Page 5: How do
you think we get
our own special
color of skin?

problem
posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

Activity:
Read statements
aloud that are true
and not true in the
text, if students
agree they will
stand up. If they
disagree, they will
sit down.
Example
Statements:
-Skin color comes
from the food we
eat.
-The sun and air
can cause our skin
color to darken.
-Melanin is a fruit
that can add
freckles to your
skin.
Discuss.
Our book is called
All the Colors We
Are by Kate
Kissinger. It is a
nonfiction book,
which means it is
real information.
As we read, we
will find out if the
statements I read
were true or not
true.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 2
Additional
Materials:
Nonfiction text
about skin such
as Zigzag: Your
Skin Holds You
In by Baines

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
learned that we get
our skin color in
three ways:
melanin, place, and
ancestors. Define
and review terms.
Post in the
classroom for
reference.

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Page 6: What are
ancestors? Do you
have any?

1. What does the author
believe makes people
special and different?
2. Is there anything that the
author does not talk about
in the text? (IE: Hair and
eyes).

N/A

N/A
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Discuss.
Does anyone know
why we have skin?
Why is skin
different shades of
tan and brown?

-Who do you think is
beautiful? Why?
-Is skin the only thing that
makes us special? What
else can make us special
and beautiful? How do you
know?

Read nonfiction
text about skin.
Discuss.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 3
Additional
Materials: Text
that discusses
other physical
features such as
Princess Hair
by Miller or
Hair Love by
Cherry

Visit social studies
standard:
Review the three
elements of how
we get our skin
color.
Review the
purpose of skin.
Read supplemental
text.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 9: Our skin
color comes from
three things - one
of them being
melanin. Does
your skin have
busy, active
melanin? How do
you know?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Text

N/A

N/A

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of

Today we are going to use
a strategy called Alternative
Text to explore our text
through another
perspective.
-Is anyone missing from our
text?

Discuss.
Today, we are going to look
at an image to guide our
discussion.

&
Image from a
text about
Vitiligo such as
Vitiligo
Doesn’t Scare
me by Kirkland
or Perfectly
Different by
Stewart

-What do you see?
-What do you think?
-What do you wonder?
-Was this child shown in
our text?
-How might this character
feel upon reading the text?
Provide information about
Vitiligo such as the effect of
melanin.
Read text (optional) and
discuss.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing

Visit social studies
standard:
Review previous
days’ lessons.

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
The Rest of the Story
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Dimension 3
Additional
Materials: Text
that celebrates
diversity such
as Lovely by
Jess Hong

Read supplemental
text.
Discuss.

Page 12: Can
anyone get a sun
tan or a sunburn?

the four
experiences
with the text.

Today we are going to use a
critical literacy strategy
called The Rest of the
Story. Now that we know
that our skin color comes
from melanin, place, and
our ancestors - let’s talk
about the word “race.”

Provide
students time
to share with
peers.

&
Discuss:
-Have you ever heard the
word race when talking
about skin color?
-What does it mean?

Let’s Talk
About Race by
Lester

Read supporting text: Let’s
Talk About Race by Julius
Lester.

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Additional
Materials: Text
that disrupts
the notion of
otherness such
as Where Are
You From by
Mendez or The
Day You Begin
by Woodson

Visit social studies
standard:
Review the
learning from the
week.
Read supplemental
text.
Discuss.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 27: Do you
think your
ancestors lived
somewhere with a
lot of sun or not
much sun?
Optional: Show
example of the
teacher’s ancestry
origins on the
map from page
25.

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about this
topic?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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Unit 2: The Colors of Us
Anchor Text Week 2 - Mixed Me by Taye Diggs
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.3.2.3.1
●   Students will be able to identify three ways in which skin color is created (melanin,
sun, and ancestry).
●   Students will be able to define race as a social concept that can affect justice and
fairness.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Identity
●   Students will be able to talk about interesting and healthy ways that some people who
share their group identities live their lives (ID.K-2.2).
●   Students will be able to know that all their group identities are part of them, but that
they are always ALL them (ID.K-2.3).
●   Students will be able to feel good about themselves without being mean or making
other people feel bad (ID.K-2.4).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this story?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Race
●   Political Issue: Equality
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Does our school community represent all the colors of us (books, artwork, etc)? Are all the
colors of us treated fairly?

Day 1
Read Aloud
Dimension 1

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

This week we will
continue our unit The
Colors of Us and we
will be working on an
art project: self
portraits. Do you
know what a self
portrait is? Define.

Page 12: Do you
think Mike’s
classmates are
trying to make
him feel bad?
Why or why not?

1. What type of family do
the characters think is
“normal” in this story?
What type of family do
characters think are “not
normal”?

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
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Review definitions of
melanin, place, and
ancestors.
Activity:
1. Show several
shades of brown and
tan crayons without
their wrapping. Share
that the crayon
company needs help
naming these
crayons. Then, show
students other
crayons that are
wrapped and have
creative names.
2. Use a graphic
organizer to
document students’
ideas for describing
shades of brown and
tan.

Page 19: Do
Mike’s
classmates and
teammates seem
to like him? How
do you know?
Page 27: What do
you learn about
Mike from this
illustration? How
might you
describe him?

2. Who is telling the story?
Is anyone’s perspective of
the story missing? (What
characters do we not learn
about?)
3. What message is the
story trying to tell us?
What is important?

include the
problem
posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

Today, we are
reading a book called
Mixed Me! It is about
a child whose parents
have different skin
color - because of
this, he has questions
about the color of his
skin.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 3

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday, we
learned that Mike’s
parents had different
shades of skin color!
Mike kept saying he
is mixed up perfectly,
so I thought I could
show you how
Mike’s ancestors
(family) gave him his
wonderful color.
-Mix shades of brown
and tan to
demonstrate.
Discuss.
Today, we are
starting our self

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 10: What do
you think Mike
means when he
says people stare
when he is with
his family? Why
do people stare?
How do you think
that makes him
feel?
Page 18-19: Do
you think Mike
should have to
choose which

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
The Rest of the Story
In our book Mixed Me!,
many of his peers had
questions about his skin
color and parents but they
did not leave him out or
tease him.
Today we are going to use
a strategy called The Rest
of the Story to learn how
other adults and children
might experience everyday
within their skin color.

N/A

N/A
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portrait project. I will
pass out small mirrors
so that you can look
at yourself closely.
Discuss:
-What do you see?
-What shape is your
face?
-What shade is your
skin?
-What about your hair
and eyes?
-How did looking at
yourself closely make
you feel?

kids to play with
at school? Why or
why not?

Read Chocolate Me by
Taye Diggs.
Discuss (incorporate
elements of raee, including
reviewing the definition,
and how it affects the main
character).

When we create selfportraits, it is
important to look at
yourself closely so
that you can create a
picture of yourself.
Start project:
1. Drawing face
shape and neck.
2. Drawing facial
features (eyes, nose,
mouth, and ears).

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we used
mirrors to look
closely at ourselves in
order to start our selfportraits. We started
our project by
drawing our face
shape, neck, and
facial features.
Today, we will add
more details to our
self-portraits.
Project:
1. Determine if your
students will mix
paints or use
multicultural crayons
to color/paint their
self-portrait. Help
students match their
art medium to their

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 26: Mike is
really confident
and seems to truly
love himself!
What do you love
about yourself?

Critical Literacy Strategy Mind and Alternative Mind
Portraits
Today we are going to use
a critical literacy strategy
called Mind and
Alternative Mind Portraits.
This strategy will help us
compare two characters’
experiences with the same
story.
-Who is missing in our
story? What characters do
we not learn much about?
(IE: classmates, soccer
team, the people that
sometimes stare, his
parents).

N/A

N/A
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skin tone.
2. Have students paint
or color their selfportrait.

Create a silhouette for
Mike and an
underrepresented character.
Ask students to contribute
words and drawings that
can represent each
perspective.

Discuss how students
might critique each
other’s projects in a
positive and affirming
way through
compliments and
perhaps one
thoughtful
suggestion.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Review prior
learning.
Continue working on
self-portraits.

Important
Note: Read a
supplemental
text such as
Star of the
Week by
Friedman
prior to this
lesson in
order to
experience
the story
through a
character that
has been
adopted.

Compare and discuss.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 11: What do
you notice about
Mike’s dog?
Does Mike’s dog
remind you of
another character
in the story?
Page 22: Why do
you think Mike
doesn’t want
people to touch
his hair? Should
others ask before
touching his hair?
Would it be OK
for him to say no?
Why or why not?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Character
Substitutions

N/A

Today we will use the
critical literacy strategy of
Character Substitutions to
imagine our story with a
different character.

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.

Example: Our story is told
by Mike, whose parents are
different shades of tan!
Instead of telling the story
by Mike, let’s tell the story
as Cassidy-Li in the book
Star of the Week. CassidyLi is adopted and her
adoptive parents do not
have the same skin color,
eye color, or hair as she
does. How might CassidyLi experience this story?
Discuss.

Day 5+
Small Group
or Whole
Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Assess Unit 2
(Social
Studies &
Social Justice

Visit social studies
standard:
Review prior
learning.
Finish working on
self-portraits and
have students share
their final products
with the class.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 19: Would
you want to play
with or be friends
with Mike? Why
or why not?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about
scarcity?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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Rubrics)

Page 29: What do
you think about
Mike’s nickname,
Mixed Up Mike?
Do you think it’s
kind? Do you
think he should
ask people to
stop?

-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?
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Unit 2 Assessment
Directions: Complete the sentence stems.
1.3.2.3.1:
Skin color comes from ___________, _____________, and _________________.
Directions: Answer the question.
What is race?
How can some people’s thoughts and actions about race be harmful?
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Unit 3: Family Life
Anchor Text Week 1 - Stella Brings the Family by Miriam B. Schiffer
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.4.1.2.2, 1.4.2.4.1 & 1.4.2.4.2
●   Students are able to make at least two observations about how people lived at a
particular point in the past based on historical artifacts.
●   Students are able to identify a similarity and difference between the challenges of
long ago and today.
●   Students are able to identify a benefit and implication of aspects of life from earlier
times and today (such as technology hurting the environment or technology solving
problems).
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Identity
●   Students will be able to know and like who they are and can talk about their family
and themselves and name some of their group identities (ID.K-2.1).
●   Students will be able to see the way they and their family do things are both the same
as and different from how other people do things, and are interested in both (ID.K2.5).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this story?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Families
●   Political Issue: LGBTQ and Holidays in Schools
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: How can we represent the families of our classroom and promote fairness for all
family types?

Day 1
Read Aloud

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions:

Introduce the term
family. What is it?
Who is in a
family? Write
down students’
ideas onto a
graphic organizer.

Page 7: Stella
lives with her two
dads. Who do you
live with? Is it the
same or different
as Stella?

1. What point of view is
presented by the characters
in this text? (Which
character does most of the
talking?)

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
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2. Which point of views are
missing? (What characters
do we not learn much
about?).
3. What type of family
seems “normal” in this
book? What type of family
seems “unusual” in this
story?

Today we are
starting a new
social studies unit
called Family Life.
We will be
learning about
families of long
ago and today.
This week, our
book is called
Stella Brings the
Family. In our
book, Stella is
worried about
celebrating
Mother’s Day at
school because she
does not have a
mom, she has two
dads.

Day 2
Picture Walk

Visit social studies
standard:
We are talking
about families in
our unit especially how
families lived long
ago and how
families live today.
Today, I want you
to draw a picture
of your family and
label who is in
your picture. You
might include the
people who live in
your home, but
you might include
family members
that do not live
with you.
Provide time for
students to share
their family
portraits. Post the
family portraits in
the classroom.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 7: Do you
think it is fair to
have a Mother’s
Day celebration at
school when not
everyone in class
has a mother or a
mother nearby?
Page 17: Stella
brought a lot of
family to the party
- do you think all
families look the
same and do the
same things?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Photo
Juxtapositioning
Prepare two photos from
the book (pages 26 and 27).
Today we are using a
strategy called photo
juxtapositioning. When we
use this strategy, we
compare and contrast two
pictures to show how
different characters might
experience a situation.
Questions for discussion:
-How does Stella feel about
the upcoming Father’s Day
party? Why?
-How does Howie feel
about the upcoming party why?
-How would you feel about
Father’s Day if we did not
see Howie’s reaction?

(this might
include the
problem
posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

N/A

Optional:
Have children
write in their
journals to
respond to the
discussion
prompt: do
you think we
should
celebrate
holidays in
school? Why
or why not?
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-What do you think Howie
will do for the school’s
Father’s Day celebration?
-Do you think we should
celebrate holidays at
school? Why or why not?

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Additional
Materials:
Select a
nonfiction text
or artifact to
help students
explore what
technology,
vehicles, and
homes were
like long ago.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimensions 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
shared what our
families look like.
Today, we are
going to discuss
how families of
long ago lived.
Introduce the terms
past, present, and
future. Post the
definitions in the
classroom for
reference. Ask
how we learn
about how families
lived in the past
and present.
Discuss.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 19: Many
students in
Stella’s class
brought different
family members!
How do you think
the children who
brought their
mother(s) to the
celebration feel?
Page 23: Do you
think everyone
had fun at the
party? Why or
why not?

Read a nonfiction
book or present a
video about
artifacts.
Afterward, share
different artifacts
with the class that
can teach how
families lived in
the past:
photographs,
videos, books,
articles, etc.

How did Stella
feel about the
party in the end?

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Yesterday I asked
for ideas to learn
how families lived
in the past and we

Page 9: Stella
spends a lot of
time worrying

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Mind and
Alternative Mind
Perspectives

N/A

N/A

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four

Today we are using a
strategy called Mind and
Alternative Mind
Perspectives to examine
how different characters
might feel about the
Mother’s Day celebration at
Stella’s school. We are
going to imagine how
Stella, Howie, and Jonathon
may have experienced this
situation. As a class, we
will draw three silhouettes
to represent each student.
Then, we will write words
and add drawings to show
how that character might
feel before we discuss.

Critical Literacy Strategy Theme Switch
Today, we are going to use
a strategy called Theme
Switch. That means we
will retell our story by
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and 3
Additional
Materials:
Select a
nonfiction text
or artifact to
help students
explore what
technology,
vehicles, and
homes were
like long ago.

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Additional
Materials:
Text that shows
consequences
of technology
such as
Blackout by
John Rocco or
Energy Island
by Drummond

learned about
artifacts. Today
we are going to
use different
artifacts to learn
how families lived
long ago.
Read or present
nonfiction text or
artifacts to help
students explore
how technology,
vehicles, and
homes from long
ago.
Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
learned about
technology,
vehicles, and
homes from long
ago. Today we are
going to compare
how they are the
same and different
today. Then, we
will discuss how
the changes have
helped or caused
problems.
Read text that
shows
consequences of
technology.

about Mother’s
Day. Should she
have talked to her
teacher? What
might have
happened if she
talked to Mrs.
Abbott about her
worries?

changing the Mother’s Day
celebration to a different
party theme. How might
this story change if the
students were not
celebrating Mother’s Day?
What could the class
celebrate instead and what
might that look like in our
story?

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action

Page 27: Stella
had a lot of
worries leading up
to the Mother’s
Day party. Now it
seems that Howie
may have similar
feelings about the
Father’s Day
party. How could
Mrs. Abbott
change the
celebration to
make sure
everyone feels
good?

-How will my attitude or
actions change about
celebrating holidays at
school?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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Unit 3: Family Life
Anchor Text Week 2 - The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj Muhammad and S. K. Ali
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.4.1.2.2, 1.4.2.4.1 & 1.4.2.4.2
●   Students will be able to make at least two observations about how people lived at a
particular point in the past based on historical artifacts.
●   Students will be able to identify a similarity and difference between the challenges of
long ago and today.
●   Students will be able to identify a benefit and implication of aspects of life from
earlier times and today (such as technology hurting the environment or technology
solving problems).
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Identity
●   Students will be able to know and like who they are and can talk about their family
and themselves and name some of their group identities (ID.K-2.1).
●   Students will be able to see the way they and their family do things are both the same
as and different from how other people do things, and are interested in both (ID.K2.5).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this story?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Families & Cultural Diversity
●   Political Issue: Cultural Equity
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: Is it OK to ask questions to better understand your peers and others? Can you take
action if you see someone older than you doing something unjust or unfair?

Day 1
Read Aloud
Dimension 1
Additional
Materials:
Select a
nonfiction text
or artifact to

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Review learning
from last week.
Read or present
nonfiction text or
artifacts to help
students explore
how clothing and

Page 14: What do
you notice about
the kids around
Faizah and Asiya?
How do they feel

1. What gender is the focus
in this story? Are boys or
girls the most important
characters?
2. What point of view is
missing? Do we learn about

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
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help students
explore what
clothing and
toys were like
long ago.

toys were the same
and different long
ago.

Day 2

Visit social studies
standard:

Picture Walk
Dimension 2
Additional
Materials: Text
about religious
head coverings
such as Hats of
Faith by Cohan

This week we are
reading a book
called The
Proudest Blue. In
this book, a
kindergartener is
excited for her
sister to get her
first hijab and wear
it on the first day
of school. You
see, wearing a
hijab is a part of
her family’s
traditions.
However, once
they get to school,
some kids do not
understand the
hijab.

Yesterday we
learned about
clothing and toys
from long ago.
Today we are
going to compare
how they are the
same and different
today. Then, we
will discuss how
the changes have
helped or caused
problems.

about what is
happening?
Page 27: How do
Asiya’s other
classmates treat
her? How can you
tell?

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 12: How
does Faizah feel
about her sister?
How do you
know?
Page 21: Why do
you think Asiya
and her friends
ignore the
teasing? Do you
think they do the
right thing?

the students who tease
Asiya?
3. What emotion seems to
be best in this story?
4. What does the author
want us to find important
after reading this book?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through the
Rest of the Story

(this might
include the
problem
posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Today we will use a
strategy called The Rest of
the Story to better
understand our story. Do
you think it would be easier
for the sisters if Asiya did
not wear her hijab? Do you
know why a hijab is worn?
Should Asiya be able to
wear her hijab without
being teased? Why or why
not?
Read supplemental text.
Discuss.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Read or present
nonfiction text or
artifacts to help

Page 29: Do you
think this story

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Texts
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Additional
Materials:
Select a
nonfiction text
or artifact to
help students
explore what
schools were
like long ago.

students explore
how schools were
the same and
different long ago.

could happen in
real life? Why or
why not? Have
you ever been
teased before?
How does it feel?

Today we are going to use
the strategy of Alternative
Texts to understand the
story from another
character’s point of view.
Which character is telling
the story? Which characters
do we not hear from? (IE:
Asiya, classmates).
Guide students through
retelling the story from
Asiya or a classmate’s point
of view.
Discuss.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
learned about
schools from long
ago. Today we are
going to compare
how they are the
same and different
today. Then, we
will discuss how
the changes have
helped or caused
problems.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 27: Why do
you think Faizah
is excited to share
her picture with
her mom and
Asiya?

Optional Critical Literacy
Strategy - Problem Posing
through Switching

N/A

Today we will use a critical
literacy strategy called
Switching. We will switch
out an element of our story
in order to understand a
different perspective.
Today we will change the
relationship between Faizah
and Asiya. How might this
story change if they were
not sisters?

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.

Guide the class through
retelling the story with the
two girls as unrelated
students as school.
Discuss.

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Assess Unit 3

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Over the last two
weeks we learned
what life looked
like for some
families long ago.

Page 14: How did
Faizah feel about
her sister’s hijab
at the beginning

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about this
topic?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
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(Social Studies
& Social
Justice
Rubrics)

Today, we are
going to talk about
holidays and
traditions that
families practiced
long ago. Do you
think you might
celebrate the same
holidays and
traditions as
families of long
ago? What do you
think your
grandparents and
their grandparents
celebrated long
ago? Oftentimes,
holidays and
traditions are
passed along from
ancestors - your
family members
that lived before
you.
Discuss.

of the story? Did
that change when
kids started
teasing? Why do
you think Asiya
seemed
unbothered? What
if she did not have
friends and
family supporting
her?
Page 25: The
yelling boy made
Faizah really mad.
What did she do?
Do you think she
did the right
thing?

-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

writing/artistic
response.
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Unit 3 Assessment
1.4.1.2.2:
Directions: Look at the picture (share an image of a family from long ago). Answer the
questions.
What do you notice in this picture?
What can you say about how people my have lived at that point in time?
1.4.2.4.1
Directions: Complete the sentence stems.
Families a long time ago and today both ___________________.
They are different because ____________.
1.4.2.4.2
A good thing about life long ago is _______________.
One implication is _____________.
A good thing about life now is ___________.
One implication is _________________.

   53  

Unit 4: Scarcity
Anchor Text Week 1 - The Cloud Spinner by Michael Catchpool
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.2.3.3.1
●   Students will be able to define scarcity.
●   Students will be able to identify at least 2 examples of scarcity and explain whether or
not those examples are harmful (such as drinking from plastic bottles instead of
reusing or not having enough chairs to sit in).
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Justice
●   Students will be able to know their friends have many identities but they are always
still just themselves (JU.K-2.11).
●   Students will be able to understand that life is easier for some people and harder for
others and the reasons for that are not always fair (JU.K-2.14).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this story?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Economic Class & Environment
●   Political Issue: Scarcity
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: Do we ever use too much of something? What might happen because of that? How
might we take action for fairness and justice?

Day 1
Read Aloud
Dimension 1

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Page 5: What does
it mean to be
wise?

1. Which character is telling
our story (whose
perspective is told)?
2. What characters do we
hear from the least? (IE:
princess, queen, villagers).
3. Which character does the
author want us to see as odd
or “bad”? (Whose
viewpoint is ridiculed)

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem
posing

Enact a dramatic
scenario such as
bringing new
markers to school
(enough for each
child to have one
marker). Tell
students that you
have enough
markers for
everyone, but do
not tell students

Page 5: Why did
the boy only make
two scarves?
What were they
for?
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how many markers
they can take to
their desk as you
invite students to
take markers for a
short coloring
activity.
Discussion:
-Who was able to
use the markers?
Who was not?
Why or why not?
-How did this
make you feel?
-Was it fair?
-I had enough
markers for
everyone, and yet
we ran out. Why
do you think that
happened?

Page 13: What do
you predict will
happen when the
boy keeps
weaving more
things for the
king?

4. What do the “good”
characters do that make
them so “good”? The
“bad”?
5. What does the author
want us to think is
important after reading this
book?

strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

Page 18: Why do
you think the
princess did not
say anything
when the kind and
queen were
delighted?

This week, we are
starting a new
social studies unit
about scarcity.
Scarcity means to
not have enough of
something.
We will be reading
a book called The
Cloud Spinner by
Michael Catchpool
- in this book, the
characters
experience scarcity
similar to how we
experienced it with
our markers.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 2
Additional
Materials:
Select a text
from an
alternative
perspective
exploring a
character’s

Visit social studies
standard:
Review the
definition of
scarcity.
Yesterday, we
experienced
scarcity with
markers when too
many markers
were taken which
left none for

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 16 and 23:
What is there
scarcity of in our
book? (Clouds
which stop the
rain).
Page 24: Do you
think it would

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Juxtapositioning
Texts
Today we are using a
critical literacy strategy
called Juxtapositioning
Texts. In order to
understand the king, we are
going to read The
Lumberjack’s Beard by

N/A

N/A
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reasoning for
using materials
which can have
consequences
such as The
Lumberjack’s
Beard by
Beedie.

others. Luckily,
this is not a serious
problem. Could
you have used
other markers or
crayons? Could
we have solved the
problem by
sharing?

have been OK if
the king had asked
for less? Why or
why not?

Sometimes,
scarcity can be
much more serious
though. What if
we ordered pizza
for our class, and
everyone could get
a slice? But…
some people took
two slices, so some
kids had to go
without lunch?
That is a bigger
problem!
Sometimes
scarcity can be
harmful, but
sometimes it does
not hurt anyone like with our
markers.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 3

Visit social studies
standard:
Review scarcity
definition.
Today, we are
going to discuss an
example of
scarcity that
happened recently
(example: toilet
paper, PPE, or
medicine during
Coronavirus

Duncan Beedie. Afterward
we will compare the
characters in order to better
understand them. In this
book, the lumberjack cuts
down trees because it is his
job. However, like the king,
the lumberjack ends up
using too much. Then, there
are no trees.
Read text and discuss the
character’s perspective.
Compare the king and the
lumberjack.
Discuss:
1. Why did the lumberjack
and the king do what they
did?
2. Do you think they meant
for bad things to happen?
Was the scarcity good or
bad for them?
3. Should they be forgiven?
Why or why not?
4. How could they have
taken action to promote
fairness and justice for
everyone?
5. What do you think the
characters may have done
once the story ended?

Text Talk
Prompts:
Pages 2-3 &
Pages 20-21:
What do you
notice about the
scene on this page
compared to this
page? Why do
you think that
happened?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Mind and
Alternative Mind Portraits
Today we are going to
imagine how other
characters experienced this
story through a strategy
called Mind and Alternative
Mind Portraits. In our
story, we understand the
story through the main

N/A

N/A
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outbreak).
Discussion:
-Is not having
enough of this item
harmful? Why or
why not?
-Do you think it is
OK to take a lot of
something if you
do not need it?
Why or why not?

Page 21: Do you
think the king
knows why it is
not raining? How
is the scarcity of
rain causing
problems for the
villagers?
Page 25: Why was
it harmful that the
king took more
than he needed?

character’s experiences.
Rather than imagining the
story through the boy, we
will be sketching the
silhouettes of the king and
a villager (characters with
different socioeconomic
statuses). Then, we will
describe the characters,
write words, and draw
pictures that represent how
those characters might
experience the story.
Discuss.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Review definition
of scarcity.
We have talked
about a few
examples of
scarcity lately markers, pizza, and
(insert example
from lesson
yesterday). Have
you ever
experienced
scarcity before?
Maybe you and
your sibling
wanted a cookie
for dessert, but
there was only one
left - or perhaps
you and your
friends wanted to
play with a ball at
recess but
someone on the
playground took
too many. Turn
and talk to your
neighbor.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 12: How
does the king feel
about his scarf?
Why do you think
he wants dresses
for the queen and
princess? How
does that make
you feel?
Page 13: When
the boy tells the
king he does not
need the clothes,
the king gets mad.
Why do you think
he acted that way?
Page 18: Did the
boy ever tell the
king why it was
not wise to make
too many things
out of the cloth?
Do you think he
should have told
him? Why or why
not?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Texts
Today we will be using a
critical literacy strategy
called Alternative Texts.
That means we will rewrite
the story from a different
character’s perspective.
Instead of the boy, we will
imagine how the princess
may have experienced the
story.
Discuss.

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.
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Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4

Visit social studies
standard:
Review definition
of scarcity.
Introduce
scenarios of
scarcity (in which
there is enough,
but people have
taken too much
which has left a
shortage for
others) for students
to analyze. Post
the words harmful
and not harmful on
different sides of
the classroom.
Read aloud a
scenario. Students
will walk to the
side of the room
for which they
agree. Provide
time for discussion
and opportunity
for students to
change their
minds. Repeat with
two or three
scenarios.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 29: Do you
think the king
learned a lesson?
Will the king
change his
behavior? Why or
why not?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about
scarcity?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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Unit 4: Scarcity
Anchor Text Week 2 - Maddi’s Fridge by Lois Brandt
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.2.3.3.1
●   Students will be able to define scarcity.
●   Students will be able to identify at least 2 examples of scarcity and explain whether or
not those examples are harmful (such as drinking from plastic bottles instead of
reusing or not having enough chairs to sit in).
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Justice
●   Students will be able to know their friends have many identities but they are always
still just themselves (JU.K-2.11).
●   Students will be able to understand that life is easier for some people and harder for
others and the reasons for that are not always fair (JU.K-2.14).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this story?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Economic Class
●   Political Issue: Child hunger and scarcity
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: Do we ever experience scarcity at school? How can we help make things fair and
just for everyone at school?

Day 1
Read Aloud
Dimension 1

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 6: What do
you think Sofia
expected to see
when she opened
Maddi’s fridge?
What did you
expect to see?
Why did you
expect to see it?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem
posing

Enact dramatic
scenario to
demonstrate
scarcity (IE: giving
students PlayDough but running
out).
Discussion:
-How did this
make you feel?
-Was it fair?

1. Which character does
most of the talking in our
story? Which character does
less talking? Why do you
think that is?
2. What does the author
want us to believe about
Sofia? What does the
author want us to think
about Maddi?

   59  

-Did you want
Play-Dough, or do
you need PlayDough? Why do
you think so?

Page 29: Do you
think it is OK that
Sofia broke her
promise to
Maddi?

3. Who do you think life is
easier for? Why?
4. What does the author
want us to think about food
scarcity?

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Mind and
Alternative Mind Portraits

strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

Today we are
reading a new
book in social
studies called
Maddi’s Fridge by
Lois Brandt. In
this book, scarcity
looks a bit
different than The
Cloud Spinner.
Sometimes,
scarcity means
there isn’t enough
of something for
everyone, even if
we take a fair
amount like the
Play Dough.
Scarcity can also
happen when
people use too
much and there is
not enough for
others, like our
markers.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 3

Review the
definition of
scarcity.
Yesterday, we
experienced a new
kind of scarcity
with Play-Dough. I
did not have
enough PlayDough for
everyone. PlayDough was scarce.
Luckily, that is not
a harmful problem.
Play-Dough is fun
to play with, but
we do not need it
to survive like we
need food, water,
oxygen, and
shelter. What
would happen if

Pages 10-11: Do
you think it is fair
for Sofia to have a
lot of food while
Maddi does not?
Why do you think
Maddi does not
have a lot of
food?
Page 22: What do
you think about
Sofia and her
mother when they
bring Maddi’s
family food?

Are any characters missing
in our story? Who is in
Sofia’s family? Who is in
Maddi’s family?
We don’t learn much about
Maddi’s mom in our book.
I wonder why that is!
Today we are going to use a
strategy called Mind and
Alternative Mind Portraits
to think about how two
characters might experience
our story. First, we will
write words and draw

N/A

N/A
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we did not have
enough food,
water, oxygen, or
shelter? That could
be very harmful.

pictures to show Sofia’s
experience. Then we will
do the same for Maddi’s
mom, who we do not know
much about. Then we will
compare their experiences.

We will be
learning more
about scarcity this
week and how
scarcity can be
harmful or not
harmful.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Review scarcity
definition.
Today, we are
going to discuss an
example of
scarcity that is
really happening in
our world today
(example: clean
water in
developing
countries).
-Is not having
enough of this item
harmful? Why or
why not?
-Do you think it is
fair that some
places do not have
clean water for
people to drink?
Why or why not?
-What could
happen if these
places cannot get
clean water? (IE:
people can get
sick, plants cannot
grow, kids cannot
go to school
because they must
walk to clean
water).

Text Talk
Prompts:
Pages 6-7: How
do you think Sofia
felt when she
opened the fridge?
How do you think
Maddi felt?
Page 11: How do
you think Sofia
feels when she
looks inside of her
own fridge? What
do you think
Maddi would feel
if she opened
Sofia’s fridge?
Page 22: Why
does Maddi save
the milk for her
brother? Would
you?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Texts:
Today, we are going to tell
the story from a different
character’s perspective.
What if our story didn’t
follow Sofia home after she
opened Maddi’s fridge?
What if our story followed
Maddi once Sofia went
home? We are going to be
using a critical literacy
strategy called Alternative
Texts to tell the story by
Maddi instead of Sofia.

N/A

N/A
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Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimensions 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Review definition
of scarcity.
We have talked
about a couple
examples of
scarcity lately Play-Dough and
clean water. Do
you know of any
other types of
scarcity? (IE: time,
money, food,
home, books,
chairs). Discuss
students’ ideas and
connections.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 11: Maddi
and Sofia’s
fridges look a lot
different, do you
think Sofia should
treat Maddi
differently
because of her
fridge and vice
versa?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
Switching

N/A

Today we will use a critical
literacy strategy called
Switching. We will switch
the relationship between
Sofia and Maddi. How
would this story change if
Sofia and Maddi were not
best friends, but instead
they were sisters?

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.

Discuss.

Do you see
scarcity in our
classroom, school,
or community?
Discuss.

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Assess unit 4
social studies
standard and
social justice
standard
(justice).

Visit social studies
standard:
Review definition
of scarcity.
Introduce
scenarios of
scarcity (in which
there is a shortage
of a desired item)
for students to
analyze. Post the
words harmful and
not harmful on
different sides of
the classroom.
Read aloud a
scenario. Students
will walk to the
side of the room
for which they
agree. Provide
time for discussion
and opportunity
for students to
change their

Text Talk
Prompts:
Pages 6-7: What
would you do if
your friend had an
empty fridge or
did not have a
snack at school?
Page 24: If you
were Sofia would
you bring Maddi
food? Do you
think Maddi’s
family wanted
help?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about
scarcity?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?-What could I do
to change a rule, a
procedure, or an attitude
that is unjust? To learn
more about it? Could I
write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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minds. Repeat with
two or three
scenarios.
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Unit 4 Assessment
Directions: Complete the sentence stems.
1.2.3.3.1:
Scarcity is defined as ________________________.
An example of scarcity would be _______________________.
This is/is not harmful because ____________________.
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Unit 5: Wants and Needs
Anchor Text Week 1 - A Bike Like Sergio’s by Maribeth Boelts
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.2.1.1.1
●   Students will be able to identify an example of a want and a need with an explanation.
●   Students will be able to evaluate two examples of why families may or may not make
various purchases.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Diversity
●   Students will be able to enjoy being around people who are alike and different from
them, and can be friendly to everyone (DI.K-2.6).
●   Students will be able to inquire about other people and how their lives and
experiences are the same and different (DI.K-2.8).
●   Students will be able to know that everyone has feelings, and want to get along with
people who are similar to and different from them (DI.K-2.9).
●   Students will be able to find it interesting that groups of people believe different
things and live their daily lives in different ways (DI.K-2.10).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this story?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Economic Class
●   Political Issue: Poverty
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: How can we make sure everyone’s needs are met at school?

Day 1
Dimension 1
(Disrupt the
Commonplace)
Read Aloud

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Page 4: Do you
think he wants a
bike? Why do you
think he does not
have a bike?

1. What viewpoint seems
“normal” in the story? (IE:
having spending money or a
bicycle).
2. Which character’s point
of view do we experience in
the story? Whose
perspective do we not learn
about?

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem

Engage students in
school scenario:
Today we are
going to make a
list of things an
astronaut might
want or need in
order to take a trip
to outer space.
Teacher will
document students’

Page 6: How is
the boy’s
purchase different
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ideas for items the
astronaut may
need to bring and
things they may
want to bring.
How do we know
what the astronaut
needs versus what
they may want to
bring to space?
What would
happen if the
astronaut did not
bring food?
Discuss.

from what Sergio
chose to buy?
Why did he not
purchase football
cards too?

3. What are the values the
author wants us to to learn
and use in our lives after
reading this book?

posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts)..

Page 7: What
would you do if
you found the
dollar? Why?

Introduce and
define the terms
wants and needs.
Post the definitions
for reference.
Introduce anchor
text.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 3

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
came up with a list
of things that an
astronaut might
want or need when
he goes up into
space. Then, we
defined the words
wants and needs.
Review terms.
In a graphic
organizer, we are
going to make a
list of things we
think are wants
and a list of things
we think are needs.
Discuss.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 11: Do
Ruben’s parents
have jobs? Does
having a job
always mean you
have enough
money for
everything you
need and want?
Why or why not?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Discussion
Prompts:
1. What does the author
want us to think about
finding things that do not
belong to us?
2. What does the author
want us to think about
spending money?
What does the author want
us to feel or think about
Ruben and his family?
3. Do you think there is a
right or wrong way to spend
money? Why or why not?
How might characters from
our last book (Sofia and
Maddi) feel about spending
their money? What would
Sofia do? What might
Maddi do?

N/A

N/A
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Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
talked about items
you might want
versus items you
need. How do
people get the
things that they
want and need?
How do people get
money? What
happens if people
do not have
enough money?
Discuss.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 15: Sergio
compliments
Ruben about the
bike he likes.
Why do you think
Sergio keeps
encouraging
Ruben to get a
bike? Why does
Ruben not tell
Sergio why he
does not have a
bike?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Texts

N/A

Conduct
shared writing
during the
discussion
with the
Alternative
Texts strategy.

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.

Today, we are going to tell
the story from a different
character’s perspective, we
call this strategy Alternative
Texts. Ruben decided not to
follow the lady that dropped
her money at the grocery
story. What if our story
followed the lady instead of
Ruben? How would the
story change?

Page 31: This is
the first time we
have heard the
boy’s name. How
why do you think
the lady knew his
name?

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
talked about how
people get the
things they want
and need. Usually,
it might mean you
need money, but
sometimes you
might not have
enough to get the
things you want.
And sometimes,
people may not
have enough
money for the
things they need.
Have you ever
wanted something
that someone else
had? Share

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 8: Why do
you think Ruben
is keeping the
dollar a secret
from his parents?
Page 33: Is buying
a new bike the
only way for
Ruben to ride
one? Are there
other things
Ruben could do?
(Examples might
include: find used
bicycles for sale,
ask a friend if he

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Through
Switching
Today we are using a
strategy called Switching.
This means we will switch
an element in the story to
see how someone else
might experience the story
or how switching something
might change how our
character experiences the
story. How might the story
change if we switched how
much money Ruben had.
How would Ruben
experience the story if he
had enough money of his
own to buy a bike when he
finds the dollar?

Provide
students time
to share with
peers.
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examples and
discuss.

can have a turn on
his bike).

How might it feel
to have something
you want or need?
How might it feel
to not have
something you
want or need?

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Additional
Materials:
Select a
children’s
commercial or
advertisement
to critically
analyze

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
talked about what
it might feel like to
have or not have
something you
want or need. Did
you know that TV
commercials,
billboards, and
advertisements
sometimes want
you to think that
you need certain
toys or clothes to
be the most fun.
Examine a
children’s
commercial or
advertisement.
Disrupt the
commonplace in
order to figure out
what the
advertisement
wants kids to
think. Discuss.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 16: Why do
you think his
mom is crossing
off items on their
grocery list? How
does that make
you feel?
Is it fair that there
are families that
do not have
enough money to
get all the food
they need or toys
they want?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about wants
and needs?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.

   68  

Unit 5: Wants and Needs
Anchor Text Week 2 - My Three Best Friends and Me, Zulay by Cari Best
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.2.1.1.1
●   Students will be able to identify an example of a want and a need with an explanation.
●   Students will be able to evaluate two examples of why families may or may not make
various purchases.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Diversity
●   Students will be able to enjoy being around people who are alike and different from
them, and can be friendly to everyone (DI.K-2.6).
●   Students will be able to inquire about other people and how their lives and
experiences are the same and different (DI.K-2.8).
●   Students will be able to know that everyone has feelings, and want to get along with
people who are similar to and different from them (DI.K-2.9).
●   Students will be able to find it interesting that groups of people believe different
things and live their daily lives in different ways (DI.K-2.10).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this story?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Ability
●   Political Issue: Access and Accommodations
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: When people need different things to be successful, how can we be kind, helpful,
and supportive?

Day 1
Read Aloud
Dimension 1

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Last week we
talked about wants
and needs. There
are certain things
we need in order to
survive, and there
are things we want
that might make
our lives more fun

Page 3: What do
you notice about
the students’
names on their
desks? What do
you think those
dots are for?

1. Which character is telling
the story? (What point of
view is presented by the
characters in the text?)
2. What point of view is not
shown? (Which characters
do we not learn much
about?)

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
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or a bit easier.
This week we are
going to talk about
wants and needs as
we read the book
My Three Best
Friends and Me,
Zulay. In this
book, Zulay needs
different things
than her best
friends in order to
be successful at
school.
Sometimes, people
have different
abilities that might
cause them to need
things that other
people do not.
Let’s see what
Zulay might need
that her classmates
do not.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 3
Additional
Materials:
Select nonfiction texts
about blindness
and other
abilities such as
Some Kids Are
Blind: A 4D
Book by
Schaefer.

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
talked about how
some people have
different abilities
which might cause
them to need
things that others
do not.
In our book, Zulay
is blind. That
means she cannot
see. She needs a
walking stick and
different classes in
order to help her
be successful.
Zulay cannot see,
but some people
have different
abilities. Some are
abilities you can
notice with your
eyes while others
you cannot.

Page 14: What
have we learned
about Zulay? Why
do you think
Zulay uses
different tools
than her
classmates?

3. What ability is shown in
this text? What are the
feelings towards the ability?
4. What message does the
story share?

problem
posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

Page 21: Do you
think Zulay will
be able to join the
contests, races,
and games at
Field Day? Why
or why not?

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 16: Zulay
does not want to
go with Ms.
Turner to practice
using the cane. Do
you think Zulay
needs to go? Why
or why not?
Page 22: Why
might Nancy’s
“shushing” sound
bother Zulay more
than other
students?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
The Rest of the Story
We are going to use a
strategy called The Rest of
the Story to learn more
about the topic of abilities
in our book this week.
Read Some Kids Are Blind:
A 4D Book (or other
selected text).
-How does this book help
us better understand Zulay’s
experience?
Discuss.

N/A

N/A
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Share images of
students playing or
learning together.
Include images of
individuals with
different abilities
and tools that
might be used to
help them. Discuss
wants and needs.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2
Additional
Materials:
Classroom
tools such as
fidgets, sand
timers, utensils,
and alternative
seating.

Visit social studies
standard:
Today we are
going to look at
some of our
classroom tools.
How many of you
enjoy using some
of our tools? How
does it make you
feel when a
classmate uses a
tool during
learning time and
you don’t? Is that
fair? Why or why
not?

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 20: Why
does Zulay shout
at Nancy when
she asks to try
using her cane?
Why do you think
Zulay was upset?
Do you think she
meant to shout at
her friend?

Share scenarios for
tools to
demonstrate when
a student might
want a classroom
tool versus when a
student needs a
classroom tool.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
talked about
classroom tools.
Sometimes
students might
need to use a tool
and sometimes a
student might want
to use a tool.
How might it feel
when a teacher

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Texts

N/A

N/A

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.

Today we are going to use a
strategy called Alternative
Texts. We are going to
identify a character we do
not learn much about, and
tell the story from their
point of view.
On Monday I asked you
which characters we do not
learn much about (IE:
Maya, Nancy, Chyng,
Zulay’s mother, Ms.
Turner, or her teacher).
Retell the story through
another character’s
perspective as a class.
Discuss.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 11: Why do
you think Zulay is
the only one going
with Ms. Turner?
How do you think
it would feel to
miss out on things
the rest of the
class gets to do?

Optional Critical Literacy
Strategy - Problem Posing
through Switching
We are using a critical
literacy strategy called
Switching today in order to
understand our story even
better. When we conduct a
switch, we change the
setting, clothing, emotions,
gender, or body-style to see
the story in a new way.

Provide
students time
to share with
peers.
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gives you a tool
because they
notice you may
need it to help you
learn? How should
we manage the
tools during
learning time?
Discuss.

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Assess Unit 5
(Social Studies
& Social
Justice
Rubrics)

Visit social studies
standard:
Review basic
wants and needs
from week one.
Discuss how
families might
make different
choices for
purchases based on
their wants and
needs.
Review individual
wants and needs
from week two of
instruction.
Discuss how wants
and needs might
affect someone’s
ability to do things
or be successful.

Do you think that
is fair?
Page 26: How
does the cane help
Zulay? How do
you think Zulay
feels about the
cane once she
knows how to use
it?
Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 21: Ms.
Turner is the only
person who
encourages Zulay
to run in the race.
Do you think
Zulay would have
been able to run if
Ms. Turner had
not said anything?
Why or why not?
Page 27: Zulay
still needs Ms.
Turner’s support
to run the race. Do
you think it is fair
for Zulay to run
the race with
help? Why or why
not?

Today we are going to do a
body-style switch! Zulay is
blind, which means she
cannot see. How might the
story change if Zulay could
see? How might it change if
Zulay needed a wheelchair?
Discuss.

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about this
topic?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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Unit 5 Assessment
Directions: Complete the sentence stems.
1.2.1.1.1:
Something I might want is __________________.
It is a want, not a need, because _______________.
Something I might need is _______________.
It is a need, not a want, because __________________.
Families might buy groceries because ______________.
Families might not purchase a new car because _________________.
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Unit 6: Me on the Map
Anchor Text Week 1 - Same, Same But Different by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.3.1.1.1 & 1.3.1.1.2
●   Students will be able to create a map and describe the information found on maps.
●   Students will be able to ask questions to learn about other places to find how their
lives and experiences are the same and different.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Diversity
●   Enjoy being around people who are alike and different from them, and can be friendly to
everyone (DI.K-2.6).
●   Describe some ways that they are similar to and different from people who share their
identities and those who have other identities (DI.K-2.7).
●   Inquire about other people and how their lives and experiences are the same and different
(DI.K-2.8).
●   Know that everyone has feelings, and want to get along with people who are similar to and
different from them (DI.K-2.9).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another child in the United States experience this story? Do all children have the
same experience living in the same country?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Diverse Cultural Identities
●   Political Issue: Some cultural identities may not be honored or understood by others.
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: How can our cultural differences (foods we eat, holidays we celebrate, languages
we speak, etc) be honored and cared for in our classroom? How can we ask questions and
seek to understand before making unfair judgments?

Day 1
Read Aloud
Dimension 1

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

The teacher will
create an anchor
chart to organize
information as
students share their
schema and ideas.

Page 3: This
student’s art
teacher mailed
his letter across
the oceans.

1. What gender is the focus
in the story?
2. What gender is missing
in the story?

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
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Today we are
starting a new unit
in social studies
called Me on the
Map. We are going
to be learning about
maps, countries of
our world, and
people’s
experiences living
in different parts of
the world. Before
we read our book
today, what do you
already know about
maps and our
world?

Where do you
think it will go?
And to whom?

3. What are the values we
might learn to use in our
lives after reading this
book?

with the text
(this might
include the
problem
posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

Where do you
think he lives?
Why do you think
that?
Page 5: Where
might this boy
live? Why do you
think so?

Maps help us
understand how
near or far other
places might be.
(Share examples
and scenarios such
as a hiking trail
map, a school map,
or a world map).
Today we are
reading Same,
Same But Different
by Jenny Sue
Kostecki-Shaw. It
tells the story of
two children who
live in different
places but become
friends by writing
letters to each
other.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 2
Additional
Materials:
Globe
&
Nonfiction text
about India
such as Living

Visit social studies
standard:
This week we will
be learning about
where we belong
on the map. Then,
we will use maps to
help us understand
other parts of the
world and the
people who live in
them.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Pages 6-7: What
types of animals
are normal to
each boy? Why
do you think that
is?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
The Rest of the Story
Today we are going to use a
strategy called The Rest of
the Story to help us better
understand our book.
Elliot lived in the United
States. What do we learn
about his life in the U.S.?

N/A

N/A
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in India by
Perkins

Today we are
learning about the
planet we live on:
Earth.

Where does he live, who is
in his family, what kind of
pets does he have, and what
does his city look like?
-Does your life in the
United States look exactly
the same as Eliot’s? How
so? Do all kids in America
look like Elliot?
-Do you think all kids in
India live the same way that
Kailash does? Why or why
not?

Show students the
globe. Ask what
they notice about
the globe (IE:
water, land,
continents, equator,
etc).
Earth is perfect for
us because it has
the things we need
to survive: water,
food, oxygen, and
shelter. Other
plants would not be
a good place for us
to live because they
do not have those
things.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimensions 2
&3

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimensions 2
&3

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
learned about
which planet we
live on. Today we
will learn about the
continents and
identify which
continent we live
on.

Read nonfiction India text.
Discuss.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Pages 8-9: How
are their families
the same? How
might they be
different?

Discuss.

Pages 32-33: Do
Kailash and Elliot
live far apart?
How do you
know?

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Yesterday we
learned about
which continent we
live on. Today we
will learn about
countries.

Pages 16-17: Do
we see tall
buildings, taxis,
buses, and cars
on the streets

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
Switching

N/A

N/A

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.

Today we are going to use a
strategy called Switching to
understand our story
through a different
perspective. Elliot and
Kailash are pen pals friends who live in different
countries. If we were to
conduct a relationship
switch, how might the story
change if they were family
living in different parts of
the country? Discuss.
Optional Critical Literacy
Strategy - Problem Posing
through Switching
Today we will use the
strategy of Switching again,
but in a different way.
Today, we will select one of
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Discuss.

where we live?
We live in the
U.S. too - why
might we see
different things
than Elliot?
Page 23: What do
you notice about
Kailash’s
alphabet? Do you
think Kailash
might speak
another
language?

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
learned about
which country we
live in and other
countries that are
familiar to us.
Today we will
learn about the
states in the USA
and identify the
state where we live.
Discuss.
Introduce concepts
of absolute and
relative locations.
Post definitions and
examples in the
classroom for
reference. Discuss.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 17-18: What
might Kailash
think about where
Elliot lives? What
might Elliot think
about where
Kailash lives?
Pages 28-29: Can
you be best
friends with
someone who is
different from
you? Why or why
not?

our characters and switch
their setting. For example:
Elliot is an American boy
that lives in the United
States. If we were to switch
his setting to where Kailash
lives or elsewhere, how
would Elliot, an American
child, experience the story?

Provide
students time
to share with
peers.

Discuss.

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about this
topic?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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Unit 6: Me on the Map
Anchor Text Week 2 - The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.3.1.1.1 & 1.3.1.1.2
●   Students will be able to create a map and describe the information found on maps.
●   Students will be able to ask questions to learn about places around the world and find
how their lives and experiences are the same and different.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Diversity
●   Enjoy being around people who are alike and different from them, and can be friendly to
everyone (DI.K-2.6).
●   Describe some ways that they are similar to and different from people who share their
identities and those who have other identities (DI.K-2.7).
●   Inquire about other people and how their lives and experiences are the same and different
(DI.K-2.8).
●   Know that everyone has feelings, and want to get along with people who are similar to and
different from them (DI.K-2.9).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another child in the United States experience this story? Do all children have the
same experience living in the same country?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Diverse Cultural Identities
●   Political Issue: Assimilation & Discrimination
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: Unhei wants an American name, however, names are chosen specially for you names are important. How can we teach others about our name in order to honor them?

Day 1
Read Aloud
Dimension 1
Additional
Materials:
Text about
maps such as
Follow That
Map! by

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Page 8: Why do
you think Unhei
did not tell the
class her name?

1. Which character is telling
the story? (What point of
view is presented by the
characters in the text?)
2. What point of view is not
shown? (Which characters

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text

Last week we
learned about
where we live in
regards to planets,
continents,
countries, and
states. We also
learned about
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Ritchie

relative and
absolute location.
Review.
This week we will
be exploring
features on maps
and globes. What
do you know about
maps? What do
you know about
globes?

Page 23: How
might the United
States be different
from Korea? (IE:
alphabet,
language, names).
How might they
be the same?

do we not learn much
about?)
3. What character is
perceived by others to be
strange or odd?
4. What message does our
story seem to convey?

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
The Rest of the Story

(this might
include the
problem
posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

Read supplemental
text.
Discuss.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Additional
Materials:
Examples of
maps
&
Nonfiction text
about South
Korea such as
Living in South
Korea by
Perkins

Visit social studies
standard:
Today we will
learn about some
features on maps
and globes. Have
you ever heard of
the equator? A
compass rose?
Model and discuss.

Page 5: Have you
been to an airport
before or flown on
a plane? If yes,
how does it make
you feel? If not,
would you want to
fly on a plane and
where would you
go?

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Today we will use a
strategy called The Rest of
the Story so that we can
learn more about
information that might be
missing in our book. By
reading a nonfiction text
about South Korea, we
might be able to better
understand Unhei’s
experience moving to the
United States.
Read nonfiction text about
South Korea.
Discuss (with an emphasis
on understanding the author
and text’s bias).

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2
Additional
Materials:
Examples of

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Yesterday we
learned about the
equator and the
compass rose both are features
on maps and

Page 6; How did
it make you feel
when Unhei was
teased on the bus?
What might you

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Texts through
Character Perspectives
Today we are using a new
critical literacy strategy
called Character
Perspectives. This strategy
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maps

globes. Review.
Today we will
learn about a new
feature on maps
and globes. Have
you ever heard of
symbols? Symbols
represent different
things you might
find on a map such
as trees, rivers, and
roads. Did you
know that symbols
can be physical
and human?
Define and provide
examples. Post
definitions and
examples in the
classroom for
reference.

do if you were on
Unhei’s bus when
this happened?
Why?

allows us to understand a
character in the story better.
When Unhei moves to the
United States, she is
embarrassed when students
make fun of her name.
Today, we will imagine
how an American student
might experience going to a
new school after moving to
South Korea.
Discuss.

Model and discuss.
Optional: Provide
time for students to
create a map of
their classroom or
bedroom.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
learned about
symbols, an
important feature
on maps and
globes. Symbols
can be physical
and human made.
Review.
Today we will
learn about one
more feature on
maps: the key.
Model and discuss.
Optional: Provide
time for students to
create a map of
their classroom or

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 11: Unhei’s
mom says “just
because we’ve
moved to America
doesn’t mean we
stop eating
Korean food.” Do
you think it is
important to keep
family traditions
even if you move
somewhere else?
Should Unhei do
everything
different just
because she has a
new home? Why
or why not?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
Switching
Today we are going to use a
strategy called Switching to
understand how our story
would change if the gender,
emotion, setting, or another
element of the story were
switched.
When Unhei starts school,
is she able to understand her
classmates? Do they speak
the same language? How
might the story change if
we switch the language?
Imagine if Unhei and her
peers spoke different

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.
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bedroom.

languages and could not
understand each other.
Discuss.

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Assess Unit 6
(Social Studies
& Social
Justice
Rubrics)

Visit social studies
standard:
Last week we
learned about
where we are on
the map. This
week we learned
about features on a
map. Review.
Today you will be
making your own
map of our school
playground. What
kinds of symbols
might you include
on the key?
Model.
Provide time for
students to create
their maps.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 12: Mr. Kim
asks Unhei if her
name means
grace. Does your
name have a
meaning? Do you
know how you got
your name?
Page 13: Why
might the other
names not feel
right to Unhei?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about this
topic?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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Unit 6 Assessment
1.3.1.1.1
Directions: Create a map and describe the information on the map.
1.3.1.1.2
Directions: Look at the neighborhood map. Without pointing, answer the following questions:

Where is the bank located? ____________________________
Where is the park? __________________________
How would you get from the school to the red house on Apple Lane? ________________

Map retrieved from: https://www.nationalgeographic.org/maps/neighborhood-map/
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Unit 7: Holidays of Our World
Anchor Text Week 1 - The Gift of Ramadan by Rabiah York Lumbard
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.3.2.3.1
●   Students will be able to identify at least three holidays and explain how families
choose which holidays to celebrate.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Diversity
Students will be able to:
●   Enjoy being around people who are alike and different from them, and can be friendly
to everyone (DI.K-2.6).
●   Describe some ways that they are similar to and different from people who share their
identities and those who have other identities (DI.K-2.7).
●   Inquire about other people and how their lives and experiences are the same and
different (DI.K-2.8).
●   Know that everyone has feelings, and want to get along with people who are similar
to and different from them (DI.K-2.9).
●   Find it interesting that groups of people believe different things and live their daily
lives in different ways (DI.K-2.10).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How would this story change if the setting were at school instead of her home?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Cultural Diversity
●   Political Issue: Holidays honored and celebrated in schools and on the federally observed
calendar.
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: How can our classroom honor the holidays and celebrations that everyone
celebrates? (OR) Is it fair to celebrate holidays in schools that students may not be able to
participate in?

Day 1
Read Aloud
Dimension 1

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 8: Why do
you think Sophia
is so tired?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions:
1. Who is in the book? Are
there more girls or boys in
our story? Why?

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon

Introduce holidays.
The teacher will
create an anchor
chart to organize
information as

Post
anchor
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students share
their ideas.
1) What is a
holiday?
2) What are some
holidays that you
know about?
3) What do
families do when
they celebrate
holidays?
4) How do you
feel when a
holiday is coming?

Page 11: What is
Sophia drawing?
Why do you think
she is drawing
those things?

2. Is anyone missing from
the book? Why do you
think we do not hear from
any boys in this book?
3. What kinds of things do
women do in this story and
what kinds of things do
men/boys do?
4. What type of family
seems “normal” in this
book?

chart from
opening in
the
classroom.

their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem
posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
Setting Switch

N/A

N/A

Over the next two
weeks, we are
going to be
learning about
holidays of the
world! We are
going to discuss
questions like:
why do families
celebrate certain
holidays? Where
do holidays come
from? Why are
some holidays
talked
about/celebrated at
school and some
are not?

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
created this anchor
chart as we started
to learn and talk
about holidays.
After reading The
Gift of Ramadan
yesterday and
perhaps
conversations you
had with your
families at home,
should we add
anything new to
the chart?

Page 4: For
Sophia’s family,
fasting is part of
their holiday
celebration. Do
you think it would
be easy or
difficult to fast
during the school
day?

This story takes place at
Sophia’s home. At home,
she fasts, prays, naps, and
has her family there to help
her! How might Sophia’s
Ramadan experience
change if she were at school
instead of home?
Discuss.

Page 10: Sophia
woke up early but
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Today, I want to
talk about how
families decide
which holidays to
celebrate. In our
book, Sophia’s
grandmother
teachers her about
Ramadan. Maybe
she celebrates her
holidays because it
is passed down in
her family. When
you celebrate a
holiday - who
celebrates with
you? Do your
family members
usually
participate?

was able to take
another nap. Do
you like to take
naps? Why might
Sophia need naps
during Ramadan?

Visual
demonstration of
how families can
pass down
traditions such as
photographs of
family generations
celebrating a
holiday.
Optional: Read a
nonfiction text
about holidays and
traditions.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 3
Additional
Materials:
Supplemental
text such as
Queen of
Hanukkah
Dosas by
Ehrenberg.

Visit social studies
standard:
Prior to this
lesson, consider
reading a
supplemental text
such as Queen of
Hanukkah Dosas
to give students
schema about the
discussion topic
Yesterday we
talked about how
holidays can be
passed down from
family members.
Today I am

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 8: I noticed
that earlier in the
story, Sophia’s
mom does not
wear a hijab while
her grandma does.
Why do you think
Sophia does not
wear a hijab and
why does her
mom only
sometimes wears
one?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Texts through
Mind and Alternative Mind
Portraits
Today we are going to use a
critical literacy strategy
called Mind and Alternative
Mind Portraits. We are
going to retell Sophia’s
experience with Ramadan
alongside a character who is
not in our book.
-What characters do we not
hear from or learn much

N/A

N/A
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wondering if
people can
celebrate holidays
that their family
does not. Can
people decide to
celebrate new
holidays even if
they did not
celebrate them
growing up?
Discuss.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimension

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting

Visit social studies
standard:
When you think
about holidays in
your family, do
family members
each have jobs
they must do when
getting ready to
celebrate? For
example: who
usually cooks a
meal? Who makes
the dessert if you
have one? What do
the children do?
Visit social studies
standard:
Share a
dictionary’s
definition of
holiday. (IE: A
custom that
individuals
celebrate or
commemorate an
event or tradition
of cultural or
religious
significance).
Discuss.
Optional: In
preparation for the
holiday museum
project (week 2),

about? (IE: Sophia’s
mother, her classmates, her
teacher, her father, or her
brother).
What does Sophia think
about Ramadan, how does it
make her feel, and what
does she do during the
daytime in Ramadan?
Next, we will consider how
another character might
experience the story.
Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 20: Sophia’s
grandma is
cooking a meal
for the family.
What do you think
her mom, dad, and
brother are doing?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Texts:

N/A

Today we are going to use a
strategy called Alternative
Texts to retell Sophia’s
story from another point of
view - a teacher at school
who does not celebrate
Ramadan. This strategy
might help us understand
the story in a different way.

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.

Discuss.
Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 28:
Ramadan seems
really important to
Sophia and her
family. Do you
think her teachers
and friends should
know about it?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about
holidays?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing or
artistic
response.
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send home a
holiday interview
for students to fill
out with their
family over the
weekend. This
may help students
decide which
holiday to teach
their peers about
and learn more
about their
celebration

-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?
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Unit 7: Holidays of Our World
Anchor Text Week 2 - Apple Pie 4th of July by Janet S. Wong
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.3.2.3.1
●   Students will be able to identify at least three holidays and explain how families
choose which holidays to celebrate.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Diversity
Students will be able to:
●   Enjoy being around people who are alike and different from them, and can be friendly
to everyone (DI.K-2.6).
●   Describe some ways that they are similar to and different from people who share their
identities and those who have other identities (DI.K-2.7).
●   Inquire about other people and how their lives and experiences are the same and
different (DI.K-2.8).
●   Know that everyone has feelings, and want to get along with people who are similar
to and different from them (DI.K-2.9).
●   Find it interesting that groups of people believe different things and live their daily
lives in different ways (DI.K-2.10).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How would this story change if the setting were at school instead of her home?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Cultural Diversity
●   Political Issue: Assimilation and Identity
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: How can our classroom honor the holidays and celebrations that everyone
celebrates?

Day 1
Read Aloud
Dimension 1

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Last week we
started our unit
about Holidays of
Our World. We
read a book called
The Gift of
Ramadan and

Page 6: Why do
you think she says
no one wants to
eat Chinese food
on the 4th of July?

1. Which character is telling
the story? (What point of
view is presented by the
characters in the text?)
2. What emotional state
does our character show?

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
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learned about how
a girl celebrates a
holiday with her
family. Ramadan
is a religious
holiday practiced
all over the world,
just like Kwanzaa,
Christmas, Lunar
New Year, and
Diwali.

Page 19: Why do
you think she tells
the customers
they do not have
any food to sell?
How might her
parents feel?

Does the author show the
character’s feelings as
positive or negative?
3. What point of view is not
shown? (Which characters
do we not learn much
about?)
4. What setting is portrayed
in our story? (IE: country,
state, neighborhood).
5. What message does our
story seem to convey?

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
The Rest of the Story

Over the course of
the week, we will
be preparing for
our holiday
museum. Each of
you will choose a
holiday or
celebration that
your family
celebrates. Then,
we will create a
book about it. On
Friday, we will
share our projects.

(this might
include the
problem
posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

Introduce anchor
text..

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 3
Additional
Materials: Text
about
immigration
such as We
Came to
America by
Ringgold

Visit social studies
standard:
Over the weekend,
you chose a
holiday that your
family celebrates
to teach your
friends about.
Today, we will
start working on
our project by
completing the
front cover and the
second page which
will show who you
celebrate with.
The teacher will
model for a
holiday of their
choosing.
Provide students 510 minutes to

Page 15: What
does it mean to be
American? Do
you have to be
born in the United
States to be
American? Why
or why not?
Page 30: Her
parents were not
born in the United
States. They
celebrate the 4th
of July with
fireworks and
apple pie. Who
can celebrate the
4th of July? What

Today we are using a
strategy called The Rest of
the Story. We are going to
learn more about a topic in
our book in order to better
understand the story.
Today, we are going to
learn more about why
families move to a new
country (also called
immigration).
Read supplemental text.
Discuss:
-What are some reasons that
people move to a new
country? Do all people that

N/A

N/A
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complete the first
component of the
project.

makes you think
so?

live in the United States
originally come from
somewhere else? What
about Native Americans?
-Do all people want to
move to a new country?
Why or why not?
-Why do you think her
parents moved to the United
States?
-How might people feel
when they move to a new
country?
-If a family is happy to live
in the United States, can
they celebrate American
traditions? Can they still
honor and celebrate other
holidays and traditions that
they had before they
moved?
Discuss how the new
information might help us
better understand our story.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
began our holiday
museum projects.
Each of you began
by completing the
front cover and a
page about who
you celebrate with.
Today, we will be
adding a new page
to your book to
show how your
family decorates
for the holiday.
Decorations might
be things you put
up around the
home, but it might
also be special
clothes that you
wear.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 13: Why do
you think she is
listing off the
items that people
buy?
Page 15: What do
you think the girl
believes
“American”
things are? Do
you agree?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Texts
We will use a strategy
called Alternative texts in
order to understand how
other characters might
experience the story.
Which characters in our
story do we not learn much
about? (IE: parents,
customers). Determine
another character’s
perspective to explore.
Discuss.

N/A

N/A
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The teacher will
model for a
holiday of their
choosing.
Provide students 510 minutes to
complete.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing

Visit social studies
standard:
Today we will be
adding a new page
to our holiday
books. Now that
our front cover is
done and we have
written about who
celebrates and
decorations, we
will add a page for
the food and
desserts you might
eat at this
celebration.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 4: The
author tells us the
neighbor girl’s
name. Do we ever
learn the main
character’s name
in our story? Why
do you think that
is?

The teacher will
model for a
holiday of their
choosing.

Optional Critical Literacy
Strategy - Problem Posing
through Switching

N/A

Today we are using a
strategy called Switching.
When we use this strategy,
we switch an element in our
story to see how the story
might change.

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.

What setting is portrayed in
our story? (IE: country,
state, neighborhood). How
would the story change if
her family celebrated the
4th of July in China?
Discuss.

Provide students 510 minutes to
complete.

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Assess Unit 7
(Social Studies
& Social
Justice
Rubrics)

Visit social studies
standard:
Today we will be
adding a final page
to our holiday
books. The final
page will ask you
what your favorite
part of this
celebration is perhaps it is
dressing up,
opening gifts,
spending time with
families, beautiful
decorations,
parades, or
fireworks.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 23: Why do
you think people
do not purchase
Chinese food all
day, but come
later in the day?
Do you think it
has to do with the
food not being
“American”?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about this
topic?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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The teacher will
model for a
holiday of their
choosing.
Provide students 510 minutes to
complete.

-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

Host the Holiday Museum
- have students place their
book and other artifacts
(perhaps invite families) to
teach others about their
holiday tradition.
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Unit 7 Assessment
Directions: Complete the sentence Stems:
1.3.2.3.1:
Some holidays that are celebrated by people are _______________, __________________,
_________________.
People celebrate certain holidays and traditions because _______________________________.
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Unit 8: United States Symbols and Traditions
Anchor Text Week 1 - I Pledge Allegiance by Bill Martin Jr. and Michael Sampson
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.1.2.2.1
●   Students will be able to understand the words and phrases of the Pledge of
Allegiance.
●   Students will be able to identify reasons people may or may not participate in various
traditions.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Action
●   Students will be able to care about those who are treated unfairly (AC.K-2.16).
●   Students will be able to speak up or do something if people are being unfair, even if
their friends do not (AC.K-2.19).
●   Join with classmates to make the classroom fair for everyone (AC.K-2.20).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might various American citizens feel about reciting the Pledge of Allegiance?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Cultural Diversity
●   Political Issue: The practice of US traditions at sporting events and in schools.
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: Should students in schools be taught that they have an option? If so, should
parents be involved in students’ decisions to participate? (IE: if a student wants to sit or
stand, should a parent sign for permission).

Day 1
Read Aloud

Dimension 1

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Page 4: The word
pledge means to
promise. What
does it mean to
make a promise?
Have you made a
promise before?

1. What people were in our
book today? Was anyone
not in our book? Why do
you think that is? (Teacher
considerations: families on
work Visas, immigrants that
were forced to leave their
native country, Native
Americans, individuals
feeling unprotected due to

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem
posing

Today we are
starting a new
social studies unit
called United
States Symbols
and Traditions.
When I say the
United States of
America, what do
you think of?
The teacher will
create an anchor
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chart to organize
information as
students share
their ideas.

the current political
climate).
2. What do the authors want
us to think about the Pledge
of Allegiance?
3. What are the values we
might learn to use in our
lives after reading this
book?

Introduce anchor
text.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Additional
Materials: Text
about
American
citizens such as
What Does it
Mean to be
American by
DiOrio
Text about the
American flag
such as Our
Flag Was Still
There by
Hartland

Visit social studies
standard:
Over the next two
weeks we will be
learning about
United States
Symbols and
Traditions.
Yesterday I asked
you what came to
mind when you
heard the words
United States of
America.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 5:
Allegiance and
loyalty are big
words. What do
you think they
mean? Have you
been loyal before?

Today, I want to
talk about what it
means to be
American. Does
anyone have any
ideas?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
The Rest of the Story

strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Today we are using a
strategy called The Rest of
the Story. We will use this
strategy to learn more about
what the American Flag
means to its citizens. This
might help us understand
the Pledge of Allegiance
better.
Read a text about American
Flag.
Discuss.

Read: What Does
it Mean to be
American by
DiOrio. Discuss.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2
Additional
Materials:
Text about
Native
American
experience in
the United
States such as
The People

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
discussed what it
means to be an
American. Review.
Today, we will
begin unpacking
the words in the
Pledge of
Allegiance (IE:
first stanza - I
pledge allegiance
to the flag of the

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 12: What is
a republic? A
country that lets
the citizens elect
leaders to make
our laws. Have
you heard about
voting before?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Texts
Yesterday we learned about
the meaning of the
American Flag and what it
means to many American
citizens - but not all.
Today, we are going to use
the strategy Alternative
Perspectives to learn how
another group of people in
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Shall Continue
by Ortiz or
Shin-Chi’s
Canoe by
Campbell

United States of
America).

America might feel about
the Pledge of the
Allegiance.

Optional: Use
props to help
students make
visual connections
to the words.

Did you know that people
lived here long before
George Washington became
the first president? The first
Americans have lived here
for more than 10,000 years
long before the United
States was a country.

Discuss.

Read supplemental text.
Optional: Preface
Dimension 2 instruction
with Native American
history and supplemental
texts to ensure students
have schema to explore the
pledge from a Native
American perspective.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimension 3

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
began unpacking
the words in the
Pledge of
Allegiance. Today
we will continue
(IE: second stanza
- and to the
republic for which
it stands, one
nation under God,
indivisible).
Optional: Use
props to help
students make
visual connections
to the words.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 13: This
page says there
are certain things
we should do
when saying the
Pledge of
Allegiance. Why
do you think
people stand, look
at the flag, place
the right hand
over the heart, and
remove hats?

Optional Critical Literacy
Strategy - Problem Posing
through Photo
Juxtapositioning
Today we are using a
strategy called Photo
Juxtapositioning to see how
different people act during
the Pledge of Allegiance.
Show image. For example
this image by Rebecca
Collins:

Discuss.
-What do you see in this
picture?
-What do you think about
this picture?
-What do you wonder about
this picture?

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.
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Reflect upon what some say
is respectful behavior
during the pledge.
Discuss.

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting

Visit social studies
standard:
Over the last two
days we have been
unpacking the
words in the
Pledge of
Allegiance. Today
we will continue
(IE: third stanza with liberty and
justice for all).
Optional: Use
props to help
students make
visual connections
to the words.
Discuss.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 22: Liberty
is freedom. What
are things you can
do without being
worried about
your safety? (IE:
Ride a bike, go to
school, go to
church).
Page 24: Justice
means fairness.
Do you think
things are always
fair or just for
everyone? Can we
still help make our
country a better
place to live?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about
scarcity?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing or
artistic
response.
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Unit 8: United States Symbols & Traditions
Anchor Text Week 2 - I Pledge Allegiance by Pat Mora
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.1.2.2.1
●   Students will be able to understand the words and phrases of the Pledge of
Allegiance.
●   Students will be able to identify reasons people may or may not participate in various
traditions.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Action
●   Students will be able to care about those who are treated unfairly (AC.K-2.16).
●   Students will be able to speak up or do something if people are being unfair, even if
their friends do not (AC.K-2.19).
●   Join with classmates to make the classroom fair for everyone (AC.K-2.20).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might various American citizens feel about reciting the Pledge of Allegiance?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Cultural Diversity
●   Political Issue: Immigration & American traditions in schools
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: How can those that participate in American traditions be respectful and fair? How
can those that do not participate be respectful and fair?

Day 1
Read Aloud

Additional
Materials:
Text about the
history of the
American Flag
such as
America’s Flag
Story by
Robbins

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Page 5: Her greataunt lived in
another country
until now. Why
do you think she
chose to move to
the United States
and take a test to
become a citizen?

1. Which character shares
their point of view - who do
we hear talking the most?
2. Which characters do not
share their point of view?
3. What setting, country,
state, or neighborhood do
we see?
4. What message does the
story tell us? What does the
author want us to learn?

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem
posing
strategy of

Last week we
learned about the
Pledge of
Allegiance and
what it means.
Review.
Today we will
practice the Pledge
of Allegiance. If
you would like to
join, please stand
up. If you are not
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participating,
please stay seated
and work quietly.

Connection
Stem
prompts).

Optional: Reenact
the Pledge of
Allegiance with the
optional props
from last week to
help students
connect the words
to images in order
to better
understand.
Discuss.
Introduce anchor
text.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 2
Additional
Materials:
Nonfiction text
about
American Flag
such as F is for
Flag by
Lewison

Visit social studies
standard:
This week, we will
be learning more
about the
American Flag
because it is
important when we
say the pledge.
What do you know
about the
American Flag?

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 24: Would
you want to stand
up in front of the
class for the
Pledge of
Allegiance? Why
or why not?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
Switching

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Today we are going to use
the strategy called
Switching to see how our
story could change if Lobo
and Libby had a different
relationship.
-What type of family seems
“normal” in our story?

Read a text about
the history of
American Flag.

In our story, they live
together. Lobo and Libby
are able to help each other
as they work towards
saying the Pledge of
Allegiance. How might our
story change if Lobo lived
alone, away from Libby and
the rest of her family?
Discuss.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Review students’
learning about

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
Switching
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American Flag.
Today we will be
learning even more
about the
American Flag.
Did you know the
stars, stripes, and
colors all have
different
meanings?
Read nonfiction
text about the
American Flag.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing

Visit social studies
standard:
Review students’
learning about
American Flag.
The Pledge of
Allegiance and
American flag are
two examples of
American
traditions and
symbols. Today,
you will get to
choose another
American symbol
to learn about.
Offer a selection of
age-appropriate
nonfiction texts for
students to read
and learn about
(IE: White House,
bald eagle, Statue
of Liberty).
Provide 5-10
minutes for

Page 17: Lobo
uses some
Spanish words as
she speaks. Do
you think she
speaks another
language? Why or
why not?
Page 21: Lobo is
proud to be from
Mexico and
excited to become
an American
citizen. Can Lobo
still do the things
she did when she
lived elsewhere
such as food,
language, and
holidays?
Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 8: What do
you think it means
to be a “good”
citizen?
Page 31: How do
you think Libby
and Lobo felt as
they said the
Pledge of
Allegiance
together after all
their practice?

Today we are going to use
Switching to think about
our story in a new way.
-What language is most
common in our story?
Do you think everyone that
moves to the United States
speaks English? How might
the story change if Lobo did
not know English?
Discuss.

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Character
Perspectives
Today we will use a
strategy called Character
Perspectives to help us
understand what it might be
like for Lobo as she
becomes an American
citizen. Lobo and Libby are
both excited for Lobo when
she passes her citizenship
test. What do you think it
was like for Lobo to
become a citizen?
Imagine if the main
character were an English
speaking child from the
United States who is
immigrating to a new
country and wants to
become a citizen. He/she
does not speak the language

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.
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students to choose
and write 2-3 facts
about. As an
option, students
may work with a
partner to present
an illustration of
the symbol and 2-3
facts.

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Assess Unit 8
(Social Studies
& Social
Justice
Rubrics)

Visit social studies
standard
Students will
continue to work
on their American
symbol project in
which they draw a
picture and write
2-3 facts.
Provide work time
and sharing time.

and only has family to
help..
Discuss.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 22: Lobo
shares that it was
unsafe where she
lived. If it had
been safe, do you
think Lobo would
have moved
away? Do all
people that move
to another place
want to?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about this
topic?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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Unit 8 Assessment
1.1.2.2.1
Directions: Answer the questions.
What is the Pledge of Allegiance?
Why might Americans say the Pledge of Allegiance?
Why might some individuals not participate in the Pledge of Allegiance?
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Unit 9: Voting
Anchor Text Week 1 - Grace for President by Katie DiPucchio
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.1.4.6.1 & 1.1.1.1.1
●   Students will be able to identify the current president and identify the process for
which the president is elected (voting).
●   Students will be able to identify at least two examples for how citizens can promote
justice and fairness (voting, writing letters, protesting).
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Action
●   Students will be able to care about those who are treated unfairly (AC.K-2.16).
●   Students will be able to speak up or do something if people are being unfair, even if
their friends do not (AC.K-2.19).
●   Join with classmates to make the classroom fair for everyone (AC.K-2.20).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this story?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Gender equality.
●   Political Issue: Women in the presidency.
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: Are there things at school that stop students from doing certain things? Is that
fair? How can we take action to ensure fairness for all our classmates? (IE: gender/binary
social constructions, abilities, language).

Day 1
Read Aloud
Dimension 1
Additional
Materials:
Nonfiction text
about citizens,
rights, and
responsibilities
such as Rights
&
Responsibilities
by Brainpop Jr.

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Page 17: What do
you think about
Grace?

1. What gender is the focus
in our story, who does our
author think is most
important - boys or girls?
2. Who is telling the story?
Do you think that character
is the winner or “loser?”
3. Do we learn much about
Thomas? Why do you think
that is?

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem
posing

Engage students in
a mock election for
a book to read at
storytime on
Friday. Provide a
convincing and
engaging setting
summary for each
text. Explain that
students will vote
for which book to
read on Thursday.

Page 19: What do
you think about
Thomas?
Page 22: Who
might you vote
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Discussion:
-What were the
options (book
titles) for
storytime?
-What book do you
think you will
choose? Why?

for, Grace or
Thomas? Why?

4. What does the author
want us to think is
important? (IE: females in
the presidency, hard work).

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Review the book
candidates for the
mock election for a
book to read at
storytime on
Friday. Provide a
convincing and
engaging main
character summary
for each text.
Remind students
that they will vote
for which book to

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
The Rest of the Story

Page 3: Why do
you think the
United States has
never had a girl as
president? Do you
notice anything
else about the past
presidents? Does
this seem fair or
equal?

strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

Today we are
starting a new
social studies unit
about Voting - and
we actually just
conducted a vote
as a class! Do you
know anything
about voting?
Who can vote?
Discuss.
Read or watch
supplemental text.
Discuss. Post
definitions of
citizen, rights,
responsibility, and
voting.
We are reading a
book called Grace
for President by
Kelly DiPucchio.
It is about a
student who wants
to be the president
of the United
States.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 3
Additional
Materials:
Photos or
resources that
show American
Presidents

Today we are going to use a
problem posing strategy
called The Rest of the
Story. In our book, we
learn that there has never
been a girl president but it
does not tell us why! We
are going to use different
artifacts (books, pictures,
and articles about topics

N/A

N/A
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read on Thursday.
Discussion:
-Do you still think
you will choose
the same book on
Thursday or did
today’s
information
change your mind?
Discussion:
Today we are
going to talk about
the president of the
United States. Do
you know what the
president does?
How does
someone become
the president? Who
is the current
president?

Page 6: Why do
you think Grace’s
classmates
laughed when she
said she would
like to be
president?
Page 17: Why is
Grace making
signs, handing out
cupcakes, and
giving speeches?
Page 18: Why
isn’t Thomas
worried about
getting votes? Do
you think that is
fair?

As we reread
Grace for
President we are
going to analyze
why there has
never been a
female president and why this might
upset Grace.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Review the book
candidates for the
mock election for a
book to read at

Page 8: What is
democracy? Why
is it important?

such as women’s rights
historically and
requirements to become
president) to learn more.
Once we have more
information, we will engage
in critical discussion to
understand Grace’s
concern.
Discussion:
1) Review presidential
candidate requirements.
Who can become president?
Is this fair and just?
2) Review voting
requirements in the past:
women could not vote until
1920. Black Americans
could not vote until 1965 this means that these groups
of people did not have a say
in who became president.
Only white men (18 years
and older) could vote! How
might that affect who could
run for president? Is that
fair or just? How does that
make you feel?
3) How might past laws
make it harder for women
(and others such as
individuals with physical
disabilities or racial/ethnic
minorities) to become
president?
4) Why do you think Grace
was upset that there had
never been a female
president? Do you think
that could change? How?
Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Texts
Today we are going to use a
critical literacy strategy

N/A

Optional:
Students can
design a
campaign sign
for the book
mock election.
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storytime on
Friday. Provide a
convincing and
engaging problem
or plot summary
for each text.
Remind students
that they will vote
for which book to
read on Thursday.
Discussion:
-Which book do
you think is best?
Why?
Review learning
from yesterday
(who can be an
American
president?).
Today as we
reread Grace for
President we are
going to think
about how other
characters might
experience the
story.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimensions 1
and 2
Additional
Materials:
Photos or
resources that
show American
Presidents

Visit social studies
standard:
Review the text
candidates for the
book election.
Have students
write their name
on a sticky note.
Instruct students to
place their sticky
note in a container
designated for the
book they would
like to cast their
vote for.
The other day we
learned that in
order to become
the president of the
United States, you
must be a natural
born citizen, at
least 35 years old,

Would it be fair if
Grace were the
only candidate?
Page 12: How are
Grace and
Thomas’s
campaign signs
different?
Pages 14-15:
What do you
notice about the
students crowded
around Grace?
What do you
notice about the
students crowded
around Thomas?

Text Talk
Prompts:
Pages 14-15: How
do the voting
students treat
Grace and
Thomas? How do
they treat each
other?
Page 19: What do
you notice about
Thomas’s actions?
Is he kind to
Grace? Does he
do anything to
hurt or harm her?
Page 28: How did
people feel about
Grace being

called Alternative Texts.
That means, we are going to
retell the story from a
different character’s
perspective - Thomas. What
do you notice about
Thomas? (IE: boy, athletic,
smart). The teacher will
guide students through
retelling the story from the
beginning from Thomas’s
perspective.
Optional: The teacher can
take notes on an anchor
chart as students help
reimagine the story.

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
Switching
Today we are going to
imagine what the school
election would look like if
Thomas or Grace were
competitive in an unkind
way. This means that
someone really wants to
win and will do anything in
order to win - even if it is
unkind. What might the
election process look like if
Thomas or Grace did not
mind their own business?
(IE: tried to get kids not to
vote for the other candidate
or sabotaged the other
candidate’s campaign).

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.
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and have lived in
the United States
for at least 14
years. This means
that a lot of people
can be president!
However, what do
you notice about
most of our past
presidents?

chosen as
president? Why
might people feel
different
emotions?

Engage in critical
discussion regarding how
an emotional switch in a
character might affect
justice and fairness.
Discussion:
1) Do you think it is fair to
treat others unkindly in
order to make yourself look
good or to get what you
want?
2) Do you think this could
happen in real life? Do you
think it is fair to treat others
differently because of what
they believe in, what they
want, or who they vote for?
3) If Grace and Thomas
treated each other unkindly,
do you think this would
change how the voters treat
each other? How so?

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about this
topic?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

As we read Grace
for President, we
are going to pay
attention to how
Grace and Thomas
treat each other.
We will also look
at how the voting
students treat each
other. Afterwards,
we will revisit the
story through an
emotional switch.

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Assess Unit 8
(Social Studies
& Social
Justice
Rubrics)

Visit social studies
standard:
Share the results of
the storytime mock
election.
Discussion:
-Compare the
votes for each text.
-Do you think this
process was fair?
Why or why not?
Today is our last
day reading Grace
for President.
After we read, we
are going to
discuss how this
book might help us
take action for
fairness and justice
in our classroom.

Page 10: Grace
and Thomas
cannot vote. Why
not? Do you think
that is fair?
Page 13: Grace
and Thomas both
make promises to
voters. Why are
the promises
important? Do
their promises
affect how
students will
vote?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing or
artistic
response.
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Unit 9: Voting
Anchor Text Week 2 - Granddaddy’s Turn by Michael S. Bandy
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.1.4.6.1 & 1.1.1.1.1
●   Students will be able to identify the current president and identify the process for
which the president is elected (voting).
●   Students will be able to identify at least two examples for how citizens can promote
justice and fairness (voting, writing letters, protesting).
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Action
●   Students will be able to care about those who are treated unfairly (AC.K-2.16).
●   Students will be able to speak up or do something if people are being unfair, even if
their friends do not (AC.K-2.19).
●   Join with classmates to make the classroom fair for everyone (AC.K-2.20).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this story?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Gender equality.
●   Political Issue: Women in the presidency.
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: Rules and laws are supposed to help people. Sometimes, invisible rules make it
harder for people to follow the real rules and laws - just like Grandaddy. How can we take
action to make sure it is possible for everyone to follow the rules and have fair
rights/treatment?
Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Read Aloud

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Additional
Materials: Text
about purpose
of voting such
as Vote for Our
Future! by
McNamara

Review learning
from last week
(American
Presidents, who
can be president,
and how presidents
are chosen voting).

Page 11: Where
do you think
Granddaddy is
going? Why?

1. Which character tells the
story? What characters do
we not hear from?
2. What gender is the focus
- girls or boys? Is anyone
missing?
3. Who is shown as the hero
of the text? Is anyone
portrayed as a “bad guy”?

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem

Day 1

This week we will
be learning about

Page 19: Why is
the boy taking
pictures of his
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how citizens can
promote justice
and fairness. Does
someone have to
be the president to
stand up for
justice? No! One
of the ways
citizens can make
change is through
voting! People can
vote for leaders
that they believe
will work for
justice and
fairness.

Granddaddy
voting?

What do the characters do
to make them “good” or
“bad”?

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
The Rest of the Story

posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

Read supplemental
text and discuss.
Introduce anchor
text.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Additional
Materials:
Youtube Video
How to Change
the World by
Kid President
&
Nonfiction text
about Civil
Rights
Movement
such as If You
Were a Kid in
the Civil Rights
Movement by
Hooks or The
Story of the
Civil Rights by
Mara

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
learned that people
vote in order to
have leaders that
can help promote
the fairness and
justice they want
to see in the world.
In our book
Granddaddy’s
Turn, we learn that
it is a big deal
when Granddaddy
can finally vote.
How else can
citizens promote
justice and
fairness?
Read/watch
supplemental text.
Discuss.

Page 22: How
would you
describe
Granddaddy? (IE:
Calm, peaceful,
hopeful).
Page 29: What do
you notice about
the boy all grown
up when he votes?
What is he
holding? Why?

Today we will use a
strategy called The Rest of
the Story to better
understand what happened
to the characters in our
story.
Whose point of view tells
the story? Is the character
the “winner” or the “loser”
in our text? Why and how
do you know?
Our story took place during
the Civil Rights Movement,
approximately 60 years ago.
Today we are going to read
a book about what life was
like when the Civil Rights
Movement was happening.
Then we will discuss how
life was like back then and
how that might impact the
characters in our book .

N/A

N/A
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Read supplemental text.
Discuss.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Additional
Materials:
Photographs of
citizens
promoting
justice and
fairness

Visit social studies
standard:
In the past, many
people could not
vote because of
their gender or
color of their skin.
Citizens of the
United States
decided that was
unfair and unjust
so they did
something about
it! Some people
protested, wrote
letters to leaders,
made speeches, or
talked with others.
Then it came down
to leaders like the
president to change
the law.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 20: Why do
you think
Granddaddy does
not know how to
read?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
Switching

N/A

N/A

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.

Today we will use
Switching to understand our
story from another
perspective. Our story
happened sometime around
the Civil Rights Movement
nearly 60 years ago. How
might our story change if
the setting were today?
Retell the story with a
setting of present day
United States.
Discuss.

What might
happen if citizens
did not take action
for justice? What
might happen if
citizens do not
vote? Or if citizens
did not say
anything when
laws said they
could not vote?
Discuss.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Additional
Materials:
Read
supplemental
text such as
Miss Paul and

Visit social studies
standard:
Review prior
learning.
Did you know that
sometimes voting
or taking action
does not always
result in what you
want? How many

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 21: Why do
you think no one
offered to help
Granddaddy?
Page 23:
Granddaddy
waited a very long

Optional Critical Literacy
Strategy - Alternative
Perspectives through Mind
and Alternative Mind
Portraits
Today we will use the
strategy of Mind and
Alternative Mind Portraits
to compare how different
characters might have

Provide
students time
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the President
by Robbins or
Around
America to Win
the Vote by
Rockliff prior
to lesson.
And/Or
Brainpop Jr.’s
video: Susan B.
Anthony

of you did not get
to read the story
you voted for last
week? How did
that make you
feel?
Discuss
supplemental text.
-It took 7 years for
women to get the
right to vote after
taking action.
-Discuss African
Americans’ path to
voting rights.

time to be able to
vote. Now, you
must be 18 years
old to vote and
Granddaddy was a
bit older than that.
How do you think
he felt leaving the
voting place after
waiting for so
long and being
excited to vote?

experienced the events in
our story.

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about this
topic?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

to share with
peers.

Which character tells the
story and how he
experienced it?
Which character(s) do we
not hear from? (IE:
Granddaddy, grandmother).
Discuss.

This year
American citizens
will vote for a new
president. Will
everyone get the
result they voted
for? Discuss.

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Assess Unit 9
(Social Studies
& Social
Justice
Rubrics)

Visit social studies
standard:
Review learning
over the past two
weeks.
Discuss the
election for
president and
introduce the
candidates.
Discuss how we
should treat each
other if we are
happy or
disappointed with
voting results.
Optional: Watch
Kid President’s
Youtube Video Kid President is
Over It!

Page 17: Do you
think it is fair that
people kept
budging in line to
vote? Why do you
think Granddaddy
didn’t say
anything?

Page 20: Is it fair
that Granddaddy
cannot vote
because he cannot
read? Why or why
not?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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Unit 9 Assessment
1.1.4.6.1
Directions: Answer the questions.
Who is the current president of the United States? ______________
How did the president get the job? ____________________
1.1.1.1.1
Directions: Complete the sentence stem.
Citizens can promote justice and fairness by _____________ and ______________.
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Unit 10: Biographies - Leaders for Social Justice and Allies
Anchor Text Week 1 - All the Way to the Top by Annette Bay Pimentel
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.4.1.2.1
●   Students will be able to ask questions about what has happened in the past.
●   Students will be able to ask critical questions in order to understand why events
happened and the effects the event had.
●   Students will be able to identify at least two past leaders and allies for social justice
and explain how they promoted justice.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Justice & Action
●   Students will be able to know when people are treated unfairly (JU.K-2.12).
●   Students will be able to know some true stories about how people have been treated
badly because of their group identities, and do not like it (JU.K-2.13).
●   Students will be able to know that life is easier for some people and harder for others
and the reasons for that are not always fair (JU.K-2.14).
●   Students will be able to know about people who helped stop unfairness and worked to
make life better for many people (JU.K-2.15).
●   Students will be able to care about those who are treated unfairly (AC.K-2.16).
●   Students will be able to speak up or do something if people are being unfair, even if
their friends do not (AC.K-2.19).
●   Students will be able to join with classmates to make the classroom fair for everyone
(AC.K-2.20).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this story?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Ability
●   Political Issue: Accessibility, Education & Equality
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: Is our classroom accessible for all students? What about the playground? Can all
our classmates reach their books.easily get to different places in the classroom, see or hear
instruction from where their learning spots are? If not, how could we make our classroom
accessible for everyone?

Day 1
Read Aloud

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Post an
image of
the text in

Optional:
provide
journal
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Dimension 1

Enact scenario in
which students are
brought to the
lowest level of
school. Explain to
students that we
will be having our
social studies
lesson on the top
floor and all
students are
required to go,
however, they
cannot use stairs or
elevators to get
there. As students
protest that it is
unfair or too
difficult, discuss
(optional:
elaborate that these
kinds of things
happen in the
world around us all
of the time, and it
takes leaders to
stop those things
from happening).

Page 5: It looks
like the students
must go up a
staircase to get
into school. Do
you think she will
be able to get
inside?

Today we are going to
disrupt the commonplace by
asking problem posing
questions. This means we
are going to figure out what
the author wants us to think
about Jennifer and the
problems she encounters.

Page 6: How do
you think Jennifer
feels when her
classmates are
unkind to her and
do not want to
include her?

1. Do you think there were
good and bad characters in
our book? What makes you
think so?
2. Do you think anyone was
treated unfairly in the story?
Why or why not?
3. Who does the author
want us to see as the hero of
our story? How do you
know?
4. Is anyone’s side of the
story left out?

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Texts through

the
classroom.

response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem
posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

N/A

N/A

Today we are
starting a new
social studies unit
called Leaders for
Social Justice and
Allies. We will
learn about people
who have taken
action to promote
justice and fairness
by reading
biographies and
autobiographies.
Define biography,
justice, leader, and
ally. Post
definitions in the
classroom for
reference.
Introduce anchor
text.

Day 2
Picture Walk

Visit social studies
standard:
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Dimensions 2
and 3
Additional
Materials: Text
examples of
biographies
and texts that
would not be
considered a
biography.

Review definitions
of biography,
justice, leader, and
ally.
Activity to enforce
the meaning of
biography:
Hold up texts for
students to
determine as a
biography or not a
biography.
Discuss.

Page 5: Do you
think it is OK for
kids like Jennifer
to be unable to go
to certain schools
because of their
needs? Why do
you think students
with different
abilities were
unwelcome?

This week we are
reading a
biography about a
social justice
leader who wanted
to make change.
She saw that things
were not fair for
people with
disabilities.
Therefore, she can
be seen as a social
justice leader and
ally.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimensions 1
&2

Visit social studies
standard:
Review definitions
of biography,
justice, leader, and
ally.
Today we are
going to talk about
the elements of a
biography. When
we read a
biography about a
person, we learn
about them. What
kinds of things
might we learn
about someone in a
biography? (IE:
facts such as where
they lived, why
they are/were
important, when

Mind and Alternative Mind
Portraits
Today we are going to look
at the story through a
strategy called Mind and
Alternative Mind Portraits.
We are going to talk about
how different characters
might experience this story.
Perhaps we want to think
about how one of Jennifer’s
classmates or teachers
experienced these troubles.
Discuss.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 13: Even
once Jennifer is
able to attend her
neighborhood
school, they tell
her she cannot eat
with her
classmates in the
lunchroom. How
does that make
you feel?

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Texts
-Is there anyone missing
from this book?
-Are boys or girls missing
in this book?
-Whose point of view is
missing? Do we hear from
the teachers, other
individuals with disabilities,
other protestors, or the law
makers?
We are going to use
Alternative Texts to
imagine how a different
character that is not seen or
heard might feel.

N/A

N/A
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they were born, the
problems they
faced). The teacher
can document
elements of a
biography on a
graphic organizer.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Review the
meaning of justice,
social justice,
leaders, advocates,
and allies.
Yesterday we
learned about
elements of a
biography.
Review.
Today we will be
starting a
biography of a
friend. Some
questions you
might ask your
friend include:
-When were you
born?
-How old are you?
-Where do you
live?
-What is your
favorite color?
-What is your
favorite food?
-What do you like
to do?
Allow students to
partner up in order
to conduct a
partner interview.
Provide time to
complete the
interview.
Tomorrow
students will write
a partner
biography by

Select viewpoint with class,
consider introducing an
opposing viewpoint such as
business owners to help
students understand why
some people saw the law as
expensive/problematic.
Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 9: Jennifer
uses a wheelchair
to help her get
around. Do you
think we can
always see when
someone has a
disability or need?
Why or why not?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
Switching
Today we are going to
reimagine our story through
a strategy called switching.
When we switch something
about an element in our
story or the main character
we can imagine how the
message of the story might
change.
Options for Switching in
this story:Theme switch:
imagine if Jennifer and the
others had not taken action
- how might Jennifer’s story
changed?
Emotion switch: imagine if
Jennifer were angry or
hopeless instead of
determined and positive.
Body-style switch: imagine
if Jennifer had strong legs.

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.
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writing three facts
about their partner.

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4

Visit social studies
standard:
Review the
meaning of justice,
social justice,
leaders, advocates,
and allies.
Yesterday we
began the process
of writing a
biography about a
classmate. Today
we will finish the
biography. Then
we will compile
the biographies
into a class book.
Provide students
time to complete
the biography of
their partner.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 11: Jennifer
does a lot of
different things to
advocate for
fairness for people
with disabilities.
What are some of
the ways she takes
action? Have you
ever seen a
protest, speech, or
posters in your
neighborhood or
on your TV for
justice?
Page 22: Jennifer
decides to take
action in many
ways - but here,
she wants to climb
the steps of the
U.S. Capitol to
show how much
fairness for
individuals with
disabilities means
to her. Do you
think this was
easy or hard? Do
you think this was
easier or harder
than the other
ways she took
action? Why or
why not?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
Today we are going to be
using problem posing
prompts to help us talk
about how we can take
action just like Jennifer. It
is important to know that
taking action for justice and
equality can look many
different ways.
-How will my attitude or
actions change about
scarcity?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing or
artistic
response.
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Unit 10: Biographies - Leaders for Social Justice and Allies
Anchor Text Week 2 - Malala’s Magic Pencil by Malala Yousafzai
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.4.1.2.1
●   Students will be able to ask questions about what has happened in the past.
●   Students will be able to ask critical questions in order to understand why events
happened and the effects the event had.
●   Students will be able to identify at least two past leaders and allies for social justice
and explain how they promoted justice.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Justice & Action
●   Students will be able to know when people are treated unfairly (JU.K-2.12).
●   Students will be able to know some true stories about how people have been treated
badly because of their group identities, and do not like it (JU.K-2.13).
●   Students will be able to know that life is easier for some people and harder for others
and the reasons for that are not always fair (JU.K-2.14).
●   Students will be able to know about people who helped stop unfairness and worked to
make life better for many people (JU.K-2.15).
●   Students will be able to care about those who are treated unfairly (AC.K-2.16).
●   Students will be able to speak up or do something if people are being unfair, even if
their friends do not (AC.K-2.19).
●   Students will be able to join with classmates to make the classroom fair for everyone
(AC.K-2.20).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
How might another character experience this story?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Equality for students and people with disabilities.
●   Political Issue: Right to education.
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: In some parts of the world, girls and children cannot go to school for many
reasons. How can we use what we have learned to take action and promote justice?

Day 1
Read Aloud
Dimension 1

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time

Review learning
and definitions
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from last week.
This week we will
be reading about
another leader for
social justice.
Who can be
leaders and allies
for justice? Why?
Introduce anchor
text.

Page 6: If you had
a magic pencil
what would you
use it for?
Page 12: What do
you notice about
this picture? How
does it make you
feel?
Page 26: Do you
think Malala will
be able to make a
difference? Why
or why not?

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 3
Additional
Materials:
Related
images, texts,
or articles such
as UNICEF
photograph by
Asad Zaidi and
UNICEF
Education in
Pakistan
webpage:
https://www.un

Visit social studies
standard:
This week each of
you will be writing
a biography about
a famous person.
What does it mean
to be famous?
Over the next four
days, you will
choose a leader for
social justice to
write a biography
about. That means
we will each
choose an

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 9: Malala
has a lot of wishes
that you might
have, but she also
has wishes for
other things. What
do we know about
Malala based on
her wishes?
Page 15: Where
Malala grew up,
some kids could

Today we are using the
critical literacy strategy of
Problem Posing Questions
to understand what the
author finds important in
their book. By
understanding the author’s
goals, we can explore how
others might experience the
story in order to decide if
we agree or disagree with
what the author is saying.

for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem
posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

1. What gender is the focus
in our story? Are the boys
or the girls the most
important characters? Who
does most of the talking and
seen the most in the
pictures?
2. Who is missing in the
story? (IE: boys, family
members, other girls).
3. Are there “good”
characters? What makes
them good? Are there “bad”
characters? What makes
them “bad”?
4. What does the author
want us to think is
important?
Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
The Rest of the Story
Today we are using a
critical literacy strategy
called The Rest of the
Story. In our book, we
have learned that Malala
was lucky to go to school,
because many girls in
Pakistan could not. Some
girls were too afraid to go
and some had to work to
earn money for their family.
When we use The Rest of

N/A

N/A
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icef.org/pakista
n/education

individual who has
helped make the
world a more fair
and just place for
everyone.
Teachers might
provide a list of
social justice
leaders and allies
such as: Rosa
Parks, Ruby
Bridges, Mahatma
Gandhi, Dr.
Martin Luther
King Jr., Malala
Yousafzai, Jackie
Robinson, Pura
Belpre, Emmanuel
Ofosu Yeboah.

not go to school
because they
needed to help
their family or
because it was not
safe for girls to
go. Are you able
to go to school?
Are you surprised
that some children
cannot? Is it fair?

Provide time for
students to look
through textual
resources to help
guide their
selection. Send
home a list of
individuals so that
students can
discuss with their
parents.

the Story, we will learn
more about schools in
Pakistan to see if there is
anything missing from our
book, Malala’s Magic
Pencil.
Present and share the
resource selected.
Optional:
Present the image from
UNICEF’s Education in
Pakistan webpage.
Discuss.
1. What do you see in this
picture? What do you think
about this picture? What do
you wonder about this
picture?
Share additional
information from UNICEF
website (IE: 44% of
children in Pakistan do not
go to school due to gender,
money, and where they live.
Some parts of Pakistan do
not have schools - or
enough schools - even if
children were able to
attend).
Engage in critical
discussion.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Provide time for
students to
research for their
biography.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 18: What
might have
happened to the
building in this
picture?
Page 19: Malala
says she would
erase war,

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Texts
Today we are going to use a
strategy called Alternative
Texts to imagine our story
from another character’s
perspective. Instead of
Malala, we will retell the
story from a character
whom we do not learn

N/A

N/A
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poverty, and
hunger. What
does that mean?

much about - the children
who searched for metal
scraps to sell in order to buy
food (page 13). Unlike
those children, Malala’s
family had enough money
to send the children to
school.
Engage in critical
discussion.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Model how
students will use
the facts and
information they
learned into a
biography.
Provide time for
students to
research for their
biography and
begin their
biography.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 33: If Malala
had not taken
action, could this
have happened?
Why or why not?
Do you think it
was scary for her
to take action?

Optional Critical Literacy
Strategy - Problem Posing
through Switching
Today we are going to use a
critical literacy strategy
called Switching. In other
units, we have switched
genders, emotions, and
themes.
-What setting does our story
happen in?
-What type of family seems
normal? (Family members,
socioeconomic).
Option 1:
Setting Switch- instead of
having the story take place
in Pakistan, we are going to
imagine what the story
might look like if it
happened where we live in
the United States.
Option 2:
Theme Switch - instead of
having money, which
afforded Malala many
opportunities, how might
the story change if her
parents needed her help to
support the family?
Discuss.

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.
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Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Assess Unit 10
(Social Studies
& Social
Justice
Rubrics)

Visit social studies
standard:
Review how
students will use
the facts and
information they
learned into a
biography.
Provide time for
students to work
on and complete
their biography.
If time, encourage
students to share
their biography
with their peers.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 16: Malala’s
dad told her she
would live “free
as a bird” - why
could Malala go
to school when
others could not?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about this
topic?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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Unit 10 Assessment
1.4.1.2.1
Directions: Share a photo of people taking action for social justice.
Prompt students to share their observations and questions regarding the image.
Directions: Complete the sentence stems.
Two leaders and allies for social justice are ________________.
They took action for justice by _______________________________.
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Unit 11: Timelines
Anchor Text Week 1 - Ron’s Big Mission by Rose Blue and Corinne Naden
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.4.1.1.1
●   Students will be able to create a timeline that identifies at least three events from
one’s own life.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Justice
Students will be able to:
●   Students will be able to know when people are treated unfairly (JU.K-2.12).
●   Students will be able to know some true stories about how people have been treated
badly because of their group identities, and do not like it (JU.K-2.13).
●   Students will be able to know that life is easier for some people and harder for others
and the reasons for that are not always fair (JU.K-2.14).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this event?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Race
●   Political Issue: Equity
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   Example: How can we take action when we see unfair treatment and rules?
Opening

Day 1
Read Aloud

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Timelines by short
event (day or
routine)

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Page 8: Would
you turn down a
donut if you had
something
important to do?
Why or why not?
Why did Ron turn
down a donut?

1. Whose point of view is
shared? Which character do
we learn about the most?
2. What point of view is
missing? Which characters
do not share how they
experienced the events?
3. Which character(s) are
seen as odd or different
because of their beliefs?

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem
posing
strategy of

Today we are
starting a new
social studies unit
about timelines.
Do you know what
a timeline is?
Provide a
definition for
timeline and post
in the classroom.
Provide an
example of a

Page 11: How do
people seem to

124  
  

timeline.

feel about Ron?
Do they like him?
How do you
know?

4. What message does the
story convey?
5. What are the values we
might learn to use in our
lives after reading this
book?

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Review the
definition and
share new
examples of
timelines.

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
The Rest of the Story

Page 14: Do you
think the desk
clerk heard Ron?
Why or why not?

We can read books
to help us
understand when
different events
happened and
create timelines.
Sometimes, books
even include
timelines. We are
reading Ron’s Big
Mission by Rose
Blue this week. It
is a book about
one day in a boy’s
life and it is based
on real events.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 3
Additional
Materials: Text
about
Segregated
United States
such as When
Rosa Went
Fishing by
Ruiz or New
Shoes by
Meyers

Today we are
going to learn
about history,
which can also be
called the past.
These are things
that have already
happened. (IE: I
went to the park).

Page 17: Do you
think the desk
clerk should have
called the police?
Why or why not?

Create an anchor
chart labeled past,
present, and future.
Create a list of
activities or events
that the class has
done in the past
together.

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2

Connection
Stem
prompts).

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Today we are going to use a
strategy called The Rest of
the Story to better
understand Ron’s
experience and life as a
child. Ron was a child in
the southern United States
during the beginning years
of the Civil Rights
Movement. How might that
have affected Ron’s life and
choices that day?
Read supplemental text.
Discuss.

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Review the
definition and
share new
examples of
timelines.

Page 20: Does this
rule seem fair? Do
you think it is OK
how Ron took

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Texts through
Mind and Alternative Mind
Portraits
Today we will use a
strategy called Mind and
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Today we are
going to learn
about the present,
which means
things that are
happening right
now. (I am at the
park).

action to say the
rule was unfair?
Why or why not?

Alternative Mind Portraits
to understand other
characters’ perspectives.
-Whose point of view is
shared? Which character do
we learn about the most?
-What point of view is
missing? Which characters
do not share how they
experienced the events?

Review the anchor
chart labeled past,
present, and future.
Add to the chart by
creating a list of
activities or events
that the class is
doing together in
the present.

Create silhouettes for two
characters (IE: Ron’s mom,
a librarian, a cop, another
child at the library).
Discuss.

Day 4
Written
Response &
Sharing
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Review the
definition and
share new
examples of
timelines.
Today we are
going to learn
about the future,
which are events
that are going to
happen. (IE: I am
going to the park).

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 24: Why do
you think Mrs.
Scott gave Ron a
library card when
he was breaking
the rules?

Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4

N/A

Today we will use a
strategy called Character
Perspectives. We will try to
understand Ron’s feelings
better by exploring how any
child might feel being told
they cannot check books
out at the library.

Ask students
to write
thoughts or
reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.
Provide
students time
to share with
peers.

Engage students in
analyzing how this
experience might affect
them if it were to happen.

Review the anchor
chart labeled past,
present, and future.
Add to the chart by
creating a list of
activities or events
that the class will
do in the future.

Day 5+

Optional Critical Literacy
Strategy - Alternative
Perspectives through
Character Perspectives

Discuss.

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Review the
definition of a
timeline, past,
present, and

Page 12: Ron
looks for books
with characters

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about
scarcity?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule,
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
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future.
Today before we
read, we are going
to create a timeline
of big events that
happened during
Ron’s day in our
book Ron’s Big
Mission. First, we
will make a list of
things he did.
Then, we will put
them in order on a
timeline.

that look like him.
Why do you think
that is? Are you
able to find books
with characters
that look like you?
Page 26: Ron
spoke up about an
unfair rule and
things changed
right away. Is it
always easy to
speak up? Does
change always
happen fast?
Should people
speak up against
injustice even if it
is difficult for
many reasons?

-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

independent
writing or
artistic
response.
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Unit 11: Timelines
Anchor Text Week 2 - A Computer Called Katherine by Suzanne Slade
MN Social Studies Standard (2011): 1.4.1.1.1
●   Students will be able to create a timeline that identifies at least three events from
one’s own life.
Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Anchor Standard (2019): Justice
Students will be able to:
●   Students will be able to know when people are treated unfairly (JU.K-2.12).
●   Students will be able to know some true stories about how people have been treated
badly because of their group identities, and do not like it (JU.K-2.13).
●   Students will be able to know that life is easier for some people and harder for others
and the reasons for that are not always fair (JU.K-2.14).
Four Dimensions of Critical Literacy (Lewison, Leland & Harste, 2015):
Dimension 1: Disrupt the Commonplace
●   What does the author want us to think, believe, or value from reading this text?
Dimension 2: Examine Multiple Viewpoints
●   How might another character experience this event?
Dimension 3: Focus on Socio Political Issues
●   Social Issue: Race and Gender
●   Political Issue: Equity and Access
Dimension 4: Take Action
●   How can we take action when we see kids being left out? Katherine was nearly left
out of the meeting - and it took a lot of courage to say something! How can you hep
and advocate for others?

Day 1
Read Aloud
Dimension 1

Opening

Read Aloud
with
Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk

Discussion and SelfEvaluation

Record
of
Reading

Written or
Artistic
Response

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Questions

Page 5: How do
you think
Katherine’s
brother felt when
she skipped
grades and was
ahead of him in
school? Was it

1. Which character does
most of the talking in our
story? Which characters do
not get to do much talking?
2. What emotions or
feelings does Katherine
have in the story? Is she
calm, angry, determined,
questioning, or harmful?

Post an
image of
the text in
the
classroom.

Optional:
provide
journal
response time
for students to
reflect upon
their first
interaction
with the text
(this might
include the
problem

Last week we read
Ron’s Big Mission
by Cora Blue as
we began our unit
about timelines.
This week we are
going to read a
book called A
Computer Called
Katherine by
Suzanne Slade.
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This book tells the
story about a real
person named
Katherine and
what her life was
like as a young girl
all the way until
she gets a big job
at NASA. Later
this week, we will
create a timeline
for Katherine!

fair? Why or why
not?

Page 14: If you
had a job, would
you want to know
why you’re doing
it? Why or why
not?

What emotions or feelings
are treated as better?
3. What message does this
story try to tell us? What
does the story/author want
us to believe or find
important?

posing
strategy of
Connection
Stem
prompts).

Review the
definition of a
timeline, past,
present, and
future.
Guide students
through creating a
timeline for their
day. Compile a list
of things that they
did, are doing, and
will do later on
(sort them by past,
present, and
future). Ask
students to place 35 events on their
timeline. Provide
5-10 minutes of
work time and
time for students to
share their work
with their peers.

Day 2
Picture Walk
Dimension 3

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we read
A Computer
Called Katherine
by Suzanne Slade.
This book can help
us learn about
timelines for
longer amounts of
time - such as
someone’s life!
As we read today,
we will write down
important things,
or events, that

Text Talk
Prompts:
Write down
students’
suggestions for
important events
throughout the
picture walk.
Page 8:
Katherine’s town
had a high school,
but black students
were not allowed

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
Switching
-Are boys or girls telling
our story? Whose side of
the story is missing?
-What skin color do we see
the most? What skin color
do we not see as much?
Today we are going to use
the strategy of Switching to
retell our story. This
strategy helps us understand

N/A

N/A
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Katherine does in
this book so that
we can create a
timeline tomorrow.
Provide examples
of an event (IE:
going to school or
writing a book).

Day 3
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 2

Visit social studies
standard:
Yesterday we
made a list of
events that
happened in
Katherine’s life in
our book A
Computer Called
Katherine. Today,
we must choose 35 events that seem
most important for
other people to
know about
Katherine’s life.
Then, we must put
them in order from
past to present.

to go there. Does
this remind you of
other people or
characters we
have read about?
How?
Page 14:
Katherine was
told she could not
go to the meeting
because women
were not allowed.
There was not a
law, so it might be
an “invisible rule”
- do you think this
is fair? Why or
why not?
Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 10: Is it fair
that people told
women they could
only be teachers
or nurses? Why or
why not? What do
you want to be
when you grow
up?

the story from another
perspective, or point of
view. In our book,
Katherine has a harder time
at school because of the
color of her skin. At work,
she has a harder time
because of her gender.
How might Katherine’s
story change if we use a
gender switch or ethnic/race
switch?
Discuss.

Critical Literacy Strategy Alternative Perspectives
through Alternative Texts

N/A

N/A

N/A

Ask students
to write
thoughts or

-What type of family is
shown in our story?
-Whose point of view is
missing? (What characters
do we not hear about
much?)
We are going to use a
strategy called Alternative
Texts to reimagine
Katherein’s story from
another character. What do
you think it was like to be
Katherine’s parents,
siblings, or coworkers?
Guide students through
retelling the story from
another character’s
perspective. Discuss.

Day 4

Visit social studies
standard:

Text Talk
Prompts:

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing through
Switching
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Written
Response &
Sharing

Yesterday, we
created a timeline
for Katherine’s
story in our book A
Computer Called
Katherine. Today
you will have a
chance to make a
timeline of
important events in
your life.

Page 8: How do
Katherine’s
parents feel about
her? How do you
know? How do
your caregivers
show you they
care?

Model a timeline
showing events in
the teacher’s life
(IE: birth, first day
of school, getting a
dog, losing a tooth,
learning how to
ride a bike).

reflections in
their journals
as a result of
the four
experiences
with the text.

-When did our story
happen?
We are going to use the
critical literacy strategy of
Switching to understand
how Katherine’s story
might change if it happened
today instead of 90 years
ago. We call this a setting
switch - the setting of a
story is the time or place
that a story happens.

Provide
students time
to share with
peers.

Guide students through
retelling the story. Discuss.

Introduce Unit 10
Assessment:
Provide 5-10
minutes for
students to begin
thinking about
their own timeline
before reconvening
for the lesson.

Day 5+
Small Group or
Whole Group
Meeting
Dimension 4
Assess Unit 11
(Social Studies
& Social
Justice
Rubrics)

Visit social studies
standard:
Review Unit 10
Assessment:
Provide 5-10
minutes for
students to
continue thinking
about and creating
their timeline.

Text Talk
Prompts:
Page 21: Do you
think John Glenn
would have made
it to the moon
without Katherine
taking action
about women
being in meetings
that were just for
men? Why or why
not?

Critical Literacy Strategy Problem Posing Prompts
for Action
-How will my attitude or
actions change about this
topic?
-How will I treat others
differently as a result of
having critically analyzed
this topic?
-What could I do to change
a rule, a procedure, or an
attitude that is unjust? To
learn more about it? Could
I write a letter or have a
conversation?
-How can I support those
who are treated unfairly?

N/A

If the class
decides to
change a rule
procedure, or
attitude,
conduct
shared or
independent
writing/artistic
response.
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Unit 11 Assessment
1.4.1.1.1
Directions: Place three events from your life on a timeline.
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Planning Guides and Templates
IRA Lesson Contingency Planning Guide
Day

Practice

Description

Day 1

Read Aloud

Teacher reads the anchor text aloud with
minimal text talk.

Day 2

Picture Walk

Teacher will conduct a picture walk of the text
without reading the words.

Day 3

Whole Group Meeting

Teacher will re-read the anchor text and
conduct a whole group meeting regarding the
critical literacy strategy for the day.

Day 4

Written or Artistic Response &
Sharing

Students will spend time writing and reflecting
upon their learning and share with their peers.

Day 5+

Small Group or Whole Group
Meeting

Teacher will break students up into small
groups for discussion or conduct a whole group
meeting regarding the critical literacy strategy
for the day.
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Detailed Lesson Plan Template
Day 1: Read Aloud
Focus Dimension:
Students will be able to:

IRA Sequence

Instructional Plans

Opening
Reading Aloud
with Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk
Discussion and Select a critical literacy strategy from problem posing or alternative
Self-Evaluation perspectives to guide instruction based on the identified dimension.

Record of
Reading

Post an image of the text in the classroom for students to refer back to in
future discussions.

Written or
Artistic
Response

Optional: provide journal response time for students to reflect upon their first
interaction with the text (this might include the problem posing strategy of
Connection Stem prompts).
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Detailed Lesson Plan Template
Day 2: Picture Walk
Focus Dimension:
Students will be able to:

IRA Sequence

Instructional Plans

Opening
Reading Aloud
with Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk
Discussion and Select a critical literacy strategy from problem posing or alternative
Self-Evaluation perspectives to guide instruction based on the identified dimension.

Record of
Reading

N/A

Written or
Artistic
Response

N/A
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Detailed Lesson Plan Template
Day 3: Whole Group Meeting
Focus Dimension:
Students will be able to:

IRA Sequence

Instructional Plans

Opening
Reading Aloud
with Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk
Discussion and Select a critical literacy strategy from problem posing or alternative
Self-Evaluation perspectives to guide instruction based on the identified dimension.
Record of
Reading

N/A

Written or
Artistic
Response

N/A
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Detailed Lesson Plan Template
Day 4: Written or Artistic Response & Sharing
Focus Dimension:
Students will be able to:

IRA Sequence

Instructional Plans

Opening
Reading Aloud
with Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk
Discussion and Select a critical literacy strategy from problem posing or alternative
Self-Evaluation perspectives to guide instruction based on the identified dimension.
Record of
Reading

N/A

Written or
Artistic
Response

Ask students to write thoughts or reflections in their journals as a result of
the four experiences with the text.
Provide students time to share with peers.
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Detailed Lesson Plan Template
Day 5 +
Focus Dimension: Taking action and promoting social justice (Dimension 4)
Students will be able to:

IRA Sequence

Instructional Plans

Opening
Reading Aloud
with Embedded
Teaching and
Text Talk
Discussion and Select Problem Posing Prompts for Action by McLaughlin & DeVoogd
Self-Evaluation (2014):
●   How will my attitude or actions change about this topic?
●   How will I treat others differently as a result of having critically
analyzed this topic?
●   What could I do to change a rule, a procedure, or an attitude that is
unjust? To learn more about it? Could I write a letter or have a
conversation?
●   How can I support those who are treated unfairly?
Record of
Reading

N/A

Written or
Artistic
Response

If the class decides to change a rule, procedure, or attitude, conduct shared
or independent writing/artistic response.
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Critical Literacy Strategies
One strategy will be selected for each lesson in the five-day contingency.
Problem Posing

●  
●  
●  
●  

Connection Stems
The Rest of the Story
Switching
Questioning:
●   Who is in the
text/picture/situation? Who is
missing?
●   Whose voices are represented?
Whose voices are marginalized
or discounted?
●   What are the intentions of the
author? What does the author
want the reader to think?
●   What would an alternative
text/picture/situation say?
●   How can the reader use this
information to promote equity?

McLaughlin & DeVoogd

Alternative Perspectives

Alternative Texts
Character Substitutions
Character Perspectives
Juxtapositioning
Mind and Alternative Mind Portraits
Theme Based Focus Groups
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Anchor and Supplemental Texts
Anchor Texts by Curricular Unit & Social Justice Theme
Cultural
Diversity

Race

Gender

U1 Drum Dream Girl by
Engle

X

U1 Morris Micklewhite
and the Tangerine Dress
by Baldacchino

X

Economic
Class

Ability

Family

X

U2 All the Colors We Are
by Kissinger

X

X

U2 Mixed Me by Diggs

X

X

U3 Stella Brings the
Family by Schiffer
U3 The Proudest Blue by
Muhammad

Taking
Action

X
X

X

U4 Maddi’s Fridge by
Brandt

X

U4 The Cloud Spinner by
Catchpool

X

U5 A Bike Like Sergio’s by
Boelts

X

U5 My Three Best Friends
and Me, Zulay by Best

X

X
X

U6 Same, Same But
Different by KosteckiShaw

X

U6 The Name Jar by Choi

X

U7 The Gift of Ramadan
by Lumbard

X

X

U7 Apple Pie 4th of July
by Wong

X

X

X
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U8 I Pledge Allegiance by
Martin Jr. and Sampson

X

U8 I Pledge Allegiance by
Mora and Martinez

X

U9 Grace for President by
DiPucchio
U9 Granddaddy’s Turn by
Bandy

X
X

X

U10 All the Way to the
Top by Pimentel

X

U10 Malala’s Magic
Pencil by Yousafzai
U11 Ron’s Big Mission by
Blue
U11 A Computer Called
Katherine by Slade

X

X
X

X
X
X

X
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Supplemental Texts by Curricular Unit & Social Justice Theme
Cultural
Diversity

Race

Gender

Econom
ic Class

Ability

Family

Taking
Action

U1 What Can a
Citizen Do? by
Eggers

X

U1 Click Clack
Moo Cows That
Type by Cronin

X

U1 Speak Up by
Paul

X

U1 Fall in Line,
Holden! by
Vandever

X

U1 The Youngest
Marcher by
Levinson
U1 Hands Around
the Library by
Abouraya

X

X

X

X

U1 Miss Moore
Thought Otherwise
by Pinborough

X

U1 I Walk with
Vanessa by
Kerascoet

X

U1 Separate is
Never Equal by
Tonatiuh

X

X

U1 Get Up, Stand
Up! by Marley

X

U1 Peaceful Fights
for Equal Rights by
Sanders

X

U1 Come With Me

X
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by McGhee
U2 The Colors of
Us by Katz
U2 Beautiful
Rainbow World by
Ramirez

X
X

X

U2 Let’s Talk
About Race by
Julius Lester

X

U2 Honeysmoke by
Fields

X

U2 The Day You
Begin by Woodson

X

X

U2 Princess Hair
by Miller

X

U2 Don’t Touch
My Hair by Miller

X

U2 Hair Love by
Cherry

X

U2 Not Quite Snow
White by Franklin

X

U3 Who’s in My
Family? By Harris

X

U3 Going Down
Home With Daddy
by Harrington

X
X

U3 Lost and Found
Cat by Kuntz and
Shrodes

X

X

U3 When the
Cousins Came by
Yamasaki

X

X

U3 Dear Juno by
Pak

X
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U3 My Footprints
by Phi

X

U3 Nonni’s Moon
by Inserro and
Smith

X

U3 The Remember
Balloons by
Oliveros

X

U3 Fry Bread by
Maillard

X

X

U4 My Very Own
Room by Perez

X

X

X

U4 A Different
Pond by Phi

X

X

X

U4 The Table
Where Rich People
Sit by Baylor

X

U4 Yes, We Can!
by Cohn

X

U4 Waiting for the
Biblioburro by
Brown

X

X

X

X

U4 The Water
Princess by Verde
U5 Those Shoes by
Boelts

X

U5 The Pirate of
Kindergarten by
Lyon

X

U5 Just Ask! by
Sotomayor

X

U6 Mina vs. the
Monsoon by
Guidroz

X

X
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U6 Immi’s Gift by
Littlewood

X

U6 Ho’onani: Hula
Warrior by Gale

X

U6 Where Are You
From? by Mendez

X

U6 I’m New Here
by O’Brien

X

U6 Me on the Map
by Sweeney

X

U7 Queen of the
Hanukkah Dosas
by Ehrenberg

X

U7 I Got the
Christmas Spirit by
Schofield-Morrison

X

U7 A World of
Cookies for Santa
by Furman

X

U7 Bringing in the
New Year by Lin

X

U7 Diwali
(Celebrate the
World) by Eliot

X

U7 Festival of
Colors by Sehgal

X

U7 We Are
Grateful by Sorell

X

U8 What Does It
Mean to Be
American? by
DiOrio and Yoran

X

U8 We the Kids by
Catrow

X

X
X

X
X

X
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U8 We Came to
America by
Ringgold

X

U8 Shin-Chi’s
Canoe by Campbell

X

U8 The People
Shall Continue by
Ortiz

X

U8 Her Right Foot
by Eggers

X

U8 Island Born by
Diaz

X

U8 Mango, Abuela,
and Me by Medina

X

X

U9 I Voted by
Shulman

X

U9 Miss Paul and
the President by
Robbins

X

U9 Equality Call
by Diesen

X

X

U9 Duck for
President by
Cronin

X

U9 Elizabeth Leads
the Way by Stone

X

U10 Martin’s Big
Words by
Rappaport

X

X

U10 The Case for
Loving by Alko

X

X

U10 Planting
Stories by Denise
U10 The Story of

X

X
X

X
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Ruby Bridges
byColes
U10 The Water
Walker by
Robertson

X

U10 Harlem’s
Little Blackbird by
Watson

X

X

U10 Brave Girl by
Markel

X

X

U10 Harvesting
Hope by Krull

X

X

X

X

U10 Emmanuel’s
Dream by
Thompson

X

U11 It Began with
a Page by Maclear

X

U11 Queen of
Physics by
Robeson

X

U11 Dancing
Hands by Engle

X

X
X

U11 The Oldest
Student by Hubbard
& Mora

X

U11 Brave
Ballerina by
Meadows

X

U11 Pocket Full of
Colors by
Guglielmo

X

U11 Shark Lady by
Keating

X

U11 Whoosh! By
Barton

X

X
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