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Project Description
My project examines the question, How does an art installation work to educate and
persuade park users to practice pro-environmental behaviors at Lake Sullivan Park? I created an
art installation to raise awareness of the environmental problems at Lake Sullivan Park, a small
park in an inner ring suburb of a major metropolis and inspire people to practice habits that are
more environmentally friendly. The two biggest issues that I have observed are the quantity of
litter in and around the lake and people feeding bread to the waterfowl and turtles. I wanted to
find a way to address both issues in a creative way that does not directly blame or shame people,
but opens discussion and allows them to come to their own conclusions and hopefully actions
that are more pro-environmental. The project consists of an art installation, to be displayed at
Lake Sullivan Park, as well as a knit QR code to accompany the art, and a website (accessible
with the QR code) that the QR code will lead to.
The intended audience for this project is the people who visit Lake Sullivan Park. These
are people from the neighborhoods surrounding the park. These locals are homeowners, renters,
and people living in houses, duplexes, and apartments. According to the American Community
Survey Demographic and Housing Estimates from 2017, the population of the city is 22% under
18 years old, and has racial demographics of 68.3% White, 20.8% Black or African American,
2.8% Native American, 6.3% Asian, 0.2% Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, and 7% self-identified
as another race. Park users are not tracked, and information on the population immediately in the
vicinity of the park is not available. The park borders a second suburb to the north, and also
attracts people from the city that governs it as well as those who are not politically invested.
Additionally, the employees of the medical engineering company will walk the trail during

breaks and lunch time. Possibly employees from the retail businesses to the north and further to
the east of the park come here also.
The art portion of this project is a two dimensional turtle constructed out of plastic bags.
The plastic bags were cut into loops and linked together to create plastic yarn (plarn) and then
crocheted. Two specific types of plastic bags were used. Star Tribune newspaper bags are green
and were used for the turtle’s shell. Cub Foods grocery bags are light brown and were for the
head, tail, and legs of the turtle. Bags were donated and sourced from plastic bag recycling
donation bins. Trash was collected from the park, mainly the lake, then dried, sorted, arranged,
and hot glued onto the crocheted background of the turtle, resulting in trash art. The turtle shell is
sectioned with plastic straws and covered with the lids of to-go cups, the bottoms of
individual-sized soda bottles, soda bottle lids, mini liquor bottle lids, and other round objects
found in the lake, such as chewing tobacco cans. The limbs and body of the turtle are covered
with wrappers including: chip, chewing tobacco, Swisher Sweets, and condom wrappers, and
other flat objects like styrofoam, school lunch milk cartons, and male enhancement drug
wrappers. The face of the turtle has a tiny liquor bottle lid inside a beer bottle cap for the eye,
and earbuds for the nostrils. The earbud cord is tied around the neck like a noose, and the plastic
rings for a 4-pack are also pulled down around the neck. The tail has the additional adornment of
long, narrow items: straws, chapstick tubes, spoons, flossers, cigarette lighters, tampon
applicators, pens, a toothbrush, and many Swisher Sweets tips and cigarette butts. Those last two
were also used to create the illusion of the toes and claws of the turtle’s feet. Plastic bread bag
tags were added in the shape of a skull and crossbones.

The idea behind the project is that people who see the art will be curious and scan the QR
code to seek out more information. The website will provide links to information about
environmental issues with litter and feeding bread to ducks and turtles, as well as some suggested
alternatives of behavior that is more environmentally friendly, such as picking up trash if you it,
and feeding nutritionally sound food to the animals like reptilian pellets to the turtles or frozen
peas and corn to the ducks. The art is shaped like one of the snapping turtles because many
people who live in this neighborhood love the turtles and share stories of the sightings. Many
people who visit the park feel a sense of ownership and positive sense of place (connection) so
my hope is that if they are asked in a creative and positive way and have reasons given for it,
they will be more invested and likely to modify their behavior to be more environmentally
friendly than before.
Project Artifacts
QR code to display with the turtle. This QR code leads to the website:
https://sites.google.com/view/lakesullivanpark/home

Turtle trash art

Proposed location for display at park
In my proposal to the parks board, I requested that I be allowed to attach the turtle and QR code
to the chain link fence with zip ties by the path where the path is directly adjacent to the lake.
This location is where many people stop to watch the turtles (and feed them) and is near to where
people often feed ducks. Just before publishing, I heard that I had received permission to
publicly display the art installation at the park.

Website accessed by the QR code.
The website has information about the issues of feeding bread to turtles and ducks, healthier food
options and ideas to help with the trash problem such as the Trash Tag Challenge and adopting a
storm drain. There are also ways to interact with the park by sharing photos with special hashtags
and an app to help identify different species seen. There is also information about the specifics of
the art installation and the author.
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