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APPENDIX C

The Language of Movies Glossary
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GLOSSARY

angle The camera’s position relative to a subject or object.

bird’s eye view An exterior shot taken from a plane, crane, helicopter or any other very
high position.

camera A device for recording images.
canted angle A view in which the frame is not level, causing objects in
the scene to appear slanted out of an upright position.

close-up shot A shot in which the head of a person, or the entirety of a small object is
shown.

complementary colors Two colors on opposite sides of the color wheel.
costume The clothes that characters wear.

cut  The joining of two separate shots.

dialogue A conversation between characters.

diegetic sound Sound that comes from a source within the fiim'’s world.
director The individual considered responsible for the visualization of the screenplay.
editing The coordination of one shot with the next.

extreme close-up shot A shot that shows only a small portion or detail of a
character’'s body (eyes, ears, mouth) or a tiny object.

extreme long shot A shot in which the scale of the object shown is very smaill.
eye-level A shot taken at the subject's eye level.

genre A style or category of art, music, or literature.

high-angle A shot taken from above the subject.

hue The color of something.

Kuleshov effect A mental phenomenon by which viewers derive more meaning from the
interaction of two sequential shots than from a single shot in isolation.

lighting The use of various light sources to illuminate a scene.
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long shot A shot that shows a character in his or her entirety, filing most of the frame.
low-angle A shot taken from below the subject.

match on action A cut that combines two different shots of the same action
together at the same moment in the movement.

medium shot A shot that shows a character from the waist up.

mise-en-scéne Everything placed in front of the camera to be photographed.
narration Dialogue in which the speaker is not shown.

non-diegetic sound Sound that comes from outside the film's world.

perspective The way objects appear to the eye based on their position and distance.

point-of-view shot (POV shot) An editing technique that shows a subject or object’s
perspective.

prop Anything an actor uses or touches on the set.

saturation  The intensity, or purity, of a color.

scene Action in a single location and continuous time.

screenplay The written work detailing story, setting, and dialogue. Also known as
selting An environment used for filming.

shot The camera’s distance from a subject or object.

shot/reverse shot Switching back and forth between two characters
so that each character’'s reaction can be seen.

sound effects A sound other than speech or music.

source music  Music that is part of the fictional setting of the film.
stills  Still pictures taken from a film.

technique A technical skill used to create a desired effect or result.

value The lightness or darkness of a color.
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