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Project Summary

There are three main components of my project: a flowchart, a glossary highlighting the
most commonly used terms in Special Education, and finally, an explanation of the specific
interventions for the most common disabilities identified in my school district. The final project
has been compiled into a brochure, to share with CLD families who are entering the Special
Education process in the district I work in. The brochure has been created, as a means of
addressing my research question: what barriers impede the progress of CLD families entering
the Special Education process and what strategies can be used to overcome them?

First, I created a flowchart for CLD families who are beginning the Special Education
process in my district. The flowchart is a tool for parents interested in how the U.S. Special
Education system works, without the technical jargon and where necessary, terms have been
exclusively defined in the glossary. After several years of attending IEP’s and conferences for
CLD, and more specifically ELL families being referred to Special Education, I have identified
many misconceptions about the entire Special Education process in the United States. I believe a
flowchart will be a helpful and supportive visual tool that will clarify these misconceptions.

The flowchart begins when a teacher or caregiver has a concern about a student’s
academic growth. The chart will walk through the following processes: pre-referral, evaluation,
placement, and continued progress monitoring through the IEP. The language will be basic, in
the sense that technical jargon will be avoided. The goal is that this project will decrease barriers,
and promote collaboration between Special Education professionals and families of CLD

students.



Second, I created a glossary of terms that are commonly used in Special Education. In my
experiences participating and observing Special Education meetings, I have heard these terms
loosely flow throughout the conversations, but little is done to explain to parents what they
actually mean for their child. The list is concise, only focusing on the most common jargon
parents are exposed to.

Third, I have highlighted the interventions implemented for the most common disabilities
students’ are identified for under Special Education services in my school. These include:
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Developmental Delay (DD), and Other Health Disabilities
(OHD). In this part of the brochure, examples of supportive services and interventions are
explained based on the Special Education diagnosis.

In creating this brochure, my goal is that parents and caregivers will get a better
understanding of what they are giving consent to, or declining when they agree or disagree to
have their child placed in Special Education. The brochure will be translated into Somali and
Spanish, to maintain equitable practices. In conversations I have had with ELL and CLD
families, I have identified a common misconception. Parents often believe that their child will be
placed with a paraprofessional who will “shadow” their child the entire school day. Parents have
expressed concern that this type of intervention will create a stigma around their child, and as a
result, the parent declines Special Education. This is problematic because often times the
disability may only signify that the student will be pulled out for a small portion of their day with
other students to work on areas like social skills. My hope is that this brochure will assist CLD

families in making the best decision for their child.



Capstone Project: Copies of English, Somali, and Spanish Parent Brochures
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What do | do if my child's teacher or |
have a concern regarding my child's
development and/or academic progress?

The Specisl Education systerm and process of rederming
children for Special Education vares aroursd the world.
Cifheret coumbries and cultures hawve dilfenant was af
educating children with special needs. Here, at Saint Louis
Park Schaol District, we vakie an educational
anviranment thak is rich with many bypes of learners. Our
gommurety and stall values diversity of language, race,
cultural backgrounds, and ahility levels. We believe that
all students benefit from being in a class with their same-
aged classmates far a5 much ol The day as pessile | We
o aur best to pravide student's whiom classify under the
large umbrella of special needs an integrative learning
enviranment where they are able to be participants in the
general education classrocm for a5 much al their day as
possible.

The Special Education Process can feel overwhedming far
2y Tammaly Bt 1irst, There is & ot of few informatian to
understand. ¥e want vou to know that your child’s
academic success and developiment is aur prmary posd. o
T importanit that yvou completely understand the process.
and language that may be used when warking with your
wochild's teachars and support team. @0 that lagether we

cam come up with the best plan for your child.

ochuare, we have crested a flow-chart of the
Edlitation process, comman ermms in the Special
o ess and some examgles of Special
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: gsticns, and alfer your
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Pleaze contact Julia Zanabria with Questions:
612-360-4558

Common Terms in the Special Education
Process:

IDEA: The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA] is the federal law that puarantess individuals
the right to be educated In an environment as closedy
with their peers without disabilities as possible.

Apcommaedation: in accommadation |5 a change in
teaching technlgues, materials or environment. For
exarnple, if your child has trouble with writing, she
rmight be allowed to answer test questions orally. Even
with that accommodation, thowgh, she's expected to
learn the same content s ather kids.

Modification: A modification |s a change inwhat a
student is expected to learn and dernonstrate. For
exarnple, nstead of belng asked to write an essay
analyzing the benefits of protecting owr water sources,
your child right be asked to describe in writing two
facts about where we get our water supply.

IEP: An Individualized Education Plan (IEP) s a legal
document. If your child gualifies for Speclal Edwcation,
this i a very Impartant document for you and your
child. it explains your child's educational goals,
acadermic challenges and strengths. It describes how
he/she is currently dedng academically. It alsa lists
wihen and where your child will recetve Special
Education services.
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Maxaan sameeyaa haddii cunugeyga macalinkiisa
ah ama aan walaac ka gabo koritaanka cunugeyga
iyo £ ama horumarka akadeemiyadeed?

Nidaamks Washarihads Gasrios sh iyo kansonk s (s gudbiye
Sarruuria wiaah arasboeda gaarka ah wey ko kala duwan yihiin adduanis
e dhan, Wisdarma kals duwan ivo dhagams baladuwsn ayaas i
gashab kals duwsn oo wax Lagu baro canaunia bashlyais pasia b
leh. Mallan, Dugtiga Degmiada Saint Lois Park, wacan ky
glimeyneynas jawl waskansho oo hodss ku sh noocyo badan oo
Bartayasl sh Bulshadesns hpa chagaalsbeens syas gy s kals
duwanaanka iugadda, isicka, asalla dhagan, iyo beerarks awoods.
Wanaan aamindarabay i ardayda oo dhari ay ka La'idevitaan la
jeciplatn fasalos asl sy i da'da yilin inga ugy hadsn e surogalia
k. Wanasn o ik ugn aan u bixinno cidda
ay u kala sasraan dalladda baltssran ee bashiyaha gasric ah bey'ad
wixbarathn 6o Bku-dhalan holkas oo sy swood ugu veelan karaan
ha-garybgal ayaasha fazalio guud ee wanbarashadda inda ugy badan e
suurogaka ah.
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Shuruudaha Guud ee Nidaamka
‘Waxbarashada Gaarka ah:

IDEA: Shakhsiyaadica Maadada ah ee Sharciga
‘Waxbarshada Haafada IDEA) waa sharciga federaaliu v
dammaanad caadyo shagsivaadka inay xaq u leeyibiin in

wax lagu baro deegaan sida wgu dhow ee ay ua
dhagmaan asxaabiooda aan naafo ahayn sida ugu
rracquulsan.

Degaan ahaan: Hovgu waa isbeddel ku yimaadda
tarsamooyinka barista, alaabada ama jFwiga Tusaale
ahaan, haddii iimahaagu dhib ku gabo wax qorista, waxas
laga yaabaa in loo oggolaado inay afka kaga jawaabto
=i’ aalahia imitbcaanka. Xitaa ivada oo leh hoygaas, in
lkastoo, waxaa la filayaa inay bartato isla wanyaabaha ay
carmuurta kale ula mid nogoto.

Dib-u-habeyn: Wax ka badalku waa ishbeddelo wana
ardayga laga flayo inuu barto 0o muuiivo. Tusaale ahaan,
halkii |a weydiin lahaa ineu goro gorasl curis ah oo
falangeynaya faa'idooyinka ilaalinta ilaha biyaha,
CuNUEZAAEa waxad [aga yaabaa in la weydityo inw
shaaraxaad ka bixhyo qorista laba xagiigooyin oo ku
saabsan halka aan ka helna biyo-siintecnna.

IEP: Gorshe wasbarashad shaggiveed (IEP) waa
dukurnenti sharc ah. Haddii iimahaagu ugalmo
‘Waxbarashada Gaarka ah, tani waa dukumenti aad
muhiim ugu ah adiga iyo imahasga, Wacay sharracysaa
yoolalka i e o CL badaha
wanbarasho iye awoodaha uu leeyahay. Wixug
sharraxayaa sida isapa / lysda ay hadda u sameynayasn
waxbaracho ahaan, Waxay kaloo liis garaynayzaa goorta
yo meesha imahaagu ka heli doono adeegyada
Wabarashads Gasrks she




Proceso de la Educacion Especial
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Qué hago si el maestro de mi hijo o yo

tenemos una inguietud con respecto al

desarrollo y / o progreso académico de
mi hijo?

El sisternia de educacén espedal y el procesa de
derivacin de nifcs para educacian especial varla en todo
el mundo. Diferentes paises y culhuras tlenen diferendes
formas de educar a ks nifcs con necesidades espedales.
Bguil eni el diskrito escalar de Saimt Louis Park, valoramias
wn entarno educativo fco en muchos tipos de alumnos.
Huesira comunidad y nuestro persanal waloran la
diversidad de idioma, raza, antecedentes culturales v
riveles de habilidad. Oressnios gues todios bos eshudizmbes
s benefidan de estar en una clase con sus compafieros
de b misma edad durant= la mayar parie del dia pasible.
Hacemoes nuestro mejar esfuerio para praporcionar a los
naluidiantes que dasilican bajo el amplic paraguas de
necesidades espedisles un ambiente de sprendizege
integrachor chande pusclan parficipar en el suls de
educacion germral durante B mavor pane die su & ooms
s posible

B process de educaciin especial poede ser abrumador
para cualguinr Tamiia ol principio, Hy maacka informacion
A e entendern, Queremes que sepa gue el s
scaddrmico v el desarrall de su hije a3 nuestro objetive
printipal, [simportante gue comprenda ompletamente
ol pricess v el languaje ques g plsschen usar al trabajar
s manstros y el equips de agpays de s hij, phes gue

Jagtas podamas kdear ef mejor plan para su hijo.

o, hemas creado un dagrama de flujo del

cién Espedal, térménas comunes en el
Espedal y algunos ejemplos de

ial para que tenga una vision

Términos comunes en el tducadﬂn Especial:

IDEA: La Ley de Educacién para Individuos con
Discapacidades (IDEA) es |a ley federal que garantiza a
las personas el derecho a ser educado en un entomo
tan cefcano con s compafieros sin discapacidad
como sea posible.

Alojamiento: Un alojamiento es un cambio en

Téonicas de ensefianza, materiales o entormo. Por
ejemplo, =i su hijo tiene problemas para escribir, ella
podria permitissele responder preguntas de la prueba
oralmente. Incluso con ese alojamiento. sin embargo,
se espera que efla aprende el mismo contenido que
otros nifios.

Maodificacidn: Una modificacién es un camble en lo
que

Sa espera que el estudiante aprenda y demuestre. Por
ejemplo, en lugar de gue se le pida que esoriba un
BNEIY0

analizande bos heneficios de proteger nuestras fuentes
de agua, e le puede pedir a su hijo que describa por
esorito dos datos sobre dbnde obtenemas nuestro
suministro de agua.

IEP: un plan de educacidn individualizado {IEF] es legal
docurnenta. 5 su hijo califica para Educacién Espeial,
Este es un documento muy importante para usted ¥ su
nifio. Explica los objetives educativos de su hijo,
desafios académicos y fortalezas. Describe cdmo

& ¢/ ella estd haclende actualmente académicamente.
Tamblén enumera cudnde y donde recibird su hijo los
servicios en espafiol.
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