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Appendix F 

Suggested Books and Videos 

 

This is a partial list of additional books and videos that have been successful with my 

students, used either whole, or as excerpts.  Many are more appropriate for older students, so 

be aware! 

Picture Books 

Richard Wright and the Library Card by William Miller 

Dream Big: Michael Jordan and the Pursuit of Excellence by Deloris Jordan 

Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave by Laban Carrick Hill 

Virgie Goes to School with Us Boys by Elizabeth Fitzgerald Howard 

More Than Anything Else by Marie Bradby (about Booker T. Washington) 

Please Bury Me in the Library by J. Patrick Lewis 

Alan and his Perfectly Pointy Impossibly Perpendicular Pinky by Alan Page and Kamie Page 

Promises to Keep: How Jackie Robinson Changed America by Sharon Robinson 

When Marian Sang: The True Recital of Marian Anderson by Pam Munoz Ryan and Brian 

 Selznick 

Books and Videos 

Losing My Cool: Love, Literature, and a Black Man’s Escape From the Crowd by Thomas 

 Chatterton Williams 

Rite of Passage by Richard Wright 

47 by Walter Mosley 

Yes Ma'am, No Sir: The 12 Essential Steps for Success in Life by Coach Carter 
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Coach Carter by Jasmine Jones (also a video) 

The Playbook: 52 Rules to Aim, Shoot, and Score in This Game Called Life by Kwame 

 Alexander  

All Rise: The Remarkable Journey of Alan Paige by Bill McGrane 

Akeela and the Bee by James Ellison (also a video)  

The Autobiography of Malcolm X: As Told to Alex Haley by Malcolm X and Alex Haley 

 (also a video) 

Handbook for Boys: A Novel by Walter Dean Myers 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers 

Nightjohn by Gary Paulsen (also a video) 

I Never Had It Made: An Autobiography of Jackie Robinson by Jackie Robinson and Alfred 

 Duckett (also the video 42) 

The Great Debaters (video) 

The Watsons Go To Birmingham - 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis (also a video) 

The Skin I'm In by Sharon Flake 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor 

A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest J. Gaines 

Double Dutch by Sharon Draper 

The Blind Side by Michael Lewis (also a video) 

I Beat the Odds: From Homelessness to The Blind Side and Beyond by Michael Oher with 

 Don Yaeger 

A Question of Freedom: A Memoir of Learning, Survival, and coming of Age in Prison by  

 R. Dwayne Betts 
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You Have a Brain: A Teen's Guide to T.H.I.N.K. B.I.G. by Ben Carson with Gregg Lewis  and 

 Deborah Shaw Lewis 

Breaking Night: A Memoir of Forgiveness, Survival, and My Journey from Homeless to 

 Harvard by Liz Murray 

Life is So Good by George Dawson and Richard Glaubman 

The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates by Wes Moore 

The Pursuit of Happyness by Chris Gardner and Quincy Troupe (also a video) 

Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy's Remarkable Journey From a Refugee Camp to Harvard by 

 Mawi Asgedom 

Finding Fish: A Memoir by Antwone Quenton Fisher 

Letters to a Young Brother: MANifest Your Destiny by Hill Harper 

Letters to a Young Sister: DeFINE Your Destiny by Hill Harper 

A Hope in the Unseen: An American Odyssey From the Inner City to the Ivy League by Ron 

 Suskind 

The Pact: Three Young Men Make a Promise and Fulfill a Dream by Sampson Davis and 

 George Jenkins (also a documentary) 

Glory Road by Coach Dan Haskins and Dan Wetzel (also a video) 

The Souls of Black Folk by W. E. B. Du Bois 
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Appendix  G 
 

Correspondence from Shanahan on Guided Reading  
 

	  
From:	  Timothy	  Shanahan	  <shanahan@uic.edu>	  
Date:	  Thursday,	  March	  16,	  2017	  at	  11:01	  AM	  
To:	  Donna	  Clemenson	  <donna.clemenson@mpls.k12.mn.us>	  
Subject:	  Re:	  Guided	  reading	  pressure	  
	  
Donna—	  
	  
My	  question	  for	  the	  proponents	  of	  guided	  reading	  would	  be	  to	  ask	  for	  the	  
research	  support	  behind	  it.	  Not	  opinion	  pieces,	  but	  data	  analysis	  showing	  that	  
the	  approach	  has	  been	  beneficial	  to	  kids.	  
	  
Here	  is	  a	  list	  of	  some	  studies	  of	  the	  practice	  of	  placing	  students	  at	  reading	  
level:	  
	  
Fulmer, S. M., & Tulis, M. (2013). Changes in interest and affect during a 

difficult reading task: Relationships with perceived difficulty and reading 
fluency. Learning and Instruction, 27, 11-20.	  

Gambrell,	  L.	  B.,	  Wilson,	  R.	  M.,	  &	  Gantt,	  W.	  N.	  (1981).	  Classroom	  observations	  
of	  task-‐attending	  behaviors	  of	  good	  and	  poor	  readers.	  Journal	  of	  
Educaitonal	  Research,	  74,	  400-‐404.	  

Gickling,	  E.	  E.,	  &	  Armstrong,	  D.	  L.	  (1978).	  Levels	  of	  instructional	  difficulty	  as	  
related	  to	  on-‐task	  behavior,	  task	  completion,	  and	  comprehension.	  Journal	  
of	  Learning	  Disabilities,	  11,	  559-‐566.	  

Gray, W.S. (1933). Improving instruction in reading. (Supplementary 
Educational Monographs, No. 40). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.	  

Jorgenson,	  G.	  W.,	  Klein,	  N.,	  &	  Kumar,	  V.	  K.	  (1977).	  Achievement	  and	  behavioral	  
correlates	  of	  matched	  levels	  of	  student	  ability	  and	  materials	  difficulty.	  
Journal	  of	  Educational	  Research,	  71,	  100-‐103.	  

Kuhn,	  M.	  R.,	  Schwanenflugel,	  P.	  J.,	  Morris,	  R.	  D.,	  Morrow,	  L.	  M.,	  Woo,	  D.	  G.,	  
Meisinger,	  E.	  B.,	  Sevcik,	  R,	  A.,	  Bradley,	  B.	  A.,	  &	  Stahl,	  S.	  A.	  (2006).	  Teaching 
children to become fluent and automatic readers. Journal	  of	  Literacy	  
Research,	  38,	  357-‐387.	  

Morgan, A., Wilcox, B. R., & Eldredge, J. L. (2000). Effect of 
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difficulty levels on second-grade delayed readers using dyad 
reading. Journal of Educational Research, 94, 113-119.	  

O’Connor, R. E., Bell, K. M., Harty, K. R., Larkin, L. K., Sackor, S. M., & 
Zigmond, N. (2002). Teaching reading to poor readers in the intermediate 
grades: A comparison of text difficulty. Journal of Educational 
Psychology, 94, 474-485.	  

O’Connor, R. E., Swanson, L. H., & Geraghty, C. (2010). Improvement in 
reading rate under independent and difficult text levels: Influences on word 
and comprehension skills. Journal of Educational Psychology, 102, 1-19.	  

Powell, W. R. (1968). Reappraising the criteria for interpreting informal 
inventories. In D. L. DeBoer (Ed.), Reading diagnosis and evaluation Vol. 
13, Part 4, Proceedings of the Thirteenth Annual Convention, International 
Reading Association. (pp. 100-109). Newark, DE: International Reading 
Association.	  

Powell, W.R., & Dunkeld, C.G. (1971). Validity of the IRI reading levels. 
Elementary English, 48, 637-642.	  

Stahl, S. A., & Heubach, K. M. (2005). Fluency-oriented reading 
instruction. Journal of Literacy Research, 37, 25-60.	  

	  
Good luck. I’m always skeptical about anyone who is deeply 

committed to particular instructional procedures without any 
consideration of their impacts on learning or other student 
variables.	  
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Timothy	  Shanahan	  
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